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Die Jovis 26 Juni, 1645, EY 

7 Ir is this day ordered by the Lords in Parliament aſſembled, 

I 7,,; Mr. Rutherfurd who Preached yeſterday before 

' | the Lords in Parliament, in the Abbey Church at Weſtmin⸗ | 47 
ſter, is hereby Thanked for the great Pains he took in his Are 

ſaid Sermon, and is defired to Print and P whliſh the ſame, an 

| "which is to be Printed only by Authority under bis own If at 
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To the Gentleman Uſher Fobn Brown Cler. Parliamentorum. t 
or his Deputie to be deli- . : W's 
Fcred to the ſaid Mr. fs LS ö 
EKRurherfurd. : 5 . 
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the Sons of God wor! 


Excellency mounteth up to Heaven, and his 


S the Text of the Book of Divine Providence ( worthy Rea- 


der) is the Church and Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, for every 
Line, HF and Letter thereof bath a neceſſary Relation 


to that Body whereof Chriſt Jeſus is Head, ſo the Draughts and 


Paſſages of Providence towards all creatures,yea to Devils and the 
| haters of Zion, ſeem to be but Annotations in the Margin 12 


great Volume. There be many Wonders and Depths in the Book, 


and the Lord doth even before our eyes in this old age of the 
World create new things and Miracles in Britain. 1. Ir is mot 


i congruous to divine Wiſdom to time fitly the Laughing and the 
Il Weeping of the Children of Men; The triumphing of the Wicked, - 


and their Proſperity, The Sacks loth and Tears of the Priſoners of © 
Hope ſeem Tick and myſterious Chapters of the Book, eſpecially 


| becauſe we trade by the Senſes, and Colour of T bings, for we ſee 
not how God hath ſet his Enemies in ſlippery places, and that tb 
Throne that myſtical Babylon ſitteth on, is made of Chriftal ae, 


and the Pillars theres 7 nothing but Saffes of over-guilded Earth, 
d not exchange their Tears with the Foy of 
the Wield O that we had Grace ts read to a full period, and 
with the ſenſe of a God-head, every Section of the Treatiſe -F 
Providence; we do balf both the Word and £ Works of God, 


wrong reading of God in bis ways doth ſpoil the true Senſe and 


Scope of God in his acting. The light of Faith maketh legible t 
11s, that the Viſion at the end ſhall ſpeak, and not lie, and that.” 


Light! is ſown to the Righteous; then the Harue# mutt be. oath 
for, and we err not a little, if we comment any other- 


wiſe on the ſhort triumphing of the Wicked, and 7 20. 
the Joy of the Hypocrite for a Moment, even when his 3, 6 


reacheth unto the Clouds; then rhas: bis alden #7 IRE be mad; 
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lined with filken Troubles, and Woes, but ella g be gaeth x xA 
| rn 60 che Grave, and the Chambers of Hell, as a Moment, - a 
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2. This ſcemethunrł to ure that ull the Heirs F one Inheritance 
d òq not mind and ſpeak the ſame thing; get in the h poſtolick 
Church there ' hath been ſome Diſcord, 1 Cor. 1. 10. bil. 1, 2. 
Rom. 15.3. Gal. 5: 10. more Loveleſs pride of Opinion and judg- 

ment, mut either be in theſe Kingdoms, or then we are to fear 

« that God mnſt work 11s to an Union, by the Sword of the common 
Enemy. We might have Union at an eaſier Rate. 3. It is a My. | 

* ftery, but it is alſo from the Lord who is wonderful in counſel, & Pr 
that Truth muſt be trailed through Floods of Blood. 4. That a 4 © 

Church is green and flowring, and ſmelling out Beautie, Glory | 

| and Life, in the flaming fire, that the bes Policy, Wiſdom, | 

Counſels of Nations round about Britain, and ſo many bloody men 
OO, 2» npithin our Bowels,in'the three Kingdoms, do kill us, 
3 2 Cor. 6. 9. and behold we live; trouble us, and we are not di- 
20 Cor. 4. 8,9. ſtreſſed; perplex us, and we deſpair not; perſecute f 
e us, and we are not forſaken, caſt us down, and ves 
we are not deſtroyed. What a living Death? what a breathing } they 
and triumphing Grave is this ? what a ſhining Darkneſs 2 what 2 


— 
2 
ay N 


. rejoyeing Sorrow is here? 5. We wonder that our Wars are | na 
not at an end: But Gods Thoughts are not like our Thoughts, wo 
| 2 


hen God bath by the Sword raken away his Jewels and his precious ones | 


our of theſe Kingdoms, it is rather like the continued burning of the Honſe, 21 
than any apparent end of our Miſeries. 6. Tet after the Lord hath | es 
made the Glory of Jacob thin, and the fatneſs of his Fleth to wax obo 

F - lean, are we not in ſilence and hope to believe that a Remnant muſt be 1 
1 | ſaved > And that yet gleaning Grapes ſhall be left inn , 


Tſai, 17., 6. the Kingdoms, as the ſhaking of an Olive-Tree, two 
5 or three Berries on the top of the uppermoſt Bough, 
our or five in the outmoſt fruitful Branches thereof faith the Lord God 
of Irael!: Lord, haften this Work, and ripen us by Himiliation aud turn. 
Ang to him who bathſmitten us, for the day that the Lord is bringing forth | 
our of the Womb of his Decree of Peace, when the Light of the Moon 
mall be as the Light of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun 
IJ. 30.26. {hall be ſeven fold as the Light of ſeven days; Farewel. 1 
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| Preached before the Right Honourable the Houſe of 


Lords, at their Monthly 


Faſt, June 25. e in 


N Abbey- Church at Weſtminſter Ne. 


Luke 8. 22. 

Now it came to paſs on a certain 9592 
that he went into a Ship with his Diſ- 
ciples, and he ſaid -imto them, let us go 
over into the other fide of. the Lake, and 


_ they lanched forth. 


23 But as they ſailed, be fell es 
and there came down a ſtorm of Wind on 
tbe Lake, and they were filled with Wa- 


ter, and were in Jropardte. 


24 And they came to him and awoke 


bim, ſaying, Maſter, maſter, wo periſh ; 
then he aroſe and rebuked the Wind, and 
the raging of the water, and they zaſed, 


and there was a calm. © 
25 And be ſaid unto them. where 1s 
your Faith? and they being afraid won- 


dered, ſaying one to another, what man- 
ner of man is this> for he commandeth. 


even the Winds and the Water and they 


_ obey him. 


Here is ſo much of 60D, and of Omninotenen: in theſe 3 
( whichT def re by GOD's Aſſiſtance and 72 Patience ta fo. 
Fongh . at leaſt in ſuch Heads of Doarin 
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| Tay: unto him, Maſter, 


Mark 4. 38. = 
And he was in the binder 4 
part of the Ship aſleep on a pil- 
low, and they awoke him, Jake {= 
thou not that we periſe. 
39 And be ardſe and 1 3 
6a the Wind, and ſaid unto vb A | 
ſea, Peace, be fill; and the” 1 
wind ceaſed, and there was 42 4 
great calm. _ 75 Y 
40 And be ſaid nts them, 2 


Whey are ye ſo fearful? hay © Þþ 
7s it that ye have n0 faith "44" 
Math. 8. 26. os 


by be ſaith unto them, ß 
are ye fearful, O ye of little 
faith? Then he aroſe and rebule- 
ed the Winds and the Sea, and 
there Was a grout Calm, 


as 2 be moſt. 
ſaitable⸗ 


562 Sermon Preached to the Right Honourable _ 
ſuitable to the preſent Condition of the Church) as may prove that 


God, being ſought by Pray er ig preſent help in trouble. 
The Words contain ſix Particulars. 


1. There is here Cbriſts Sea- Journey with the Convoy. 24%. Time. 340), 
and Place. Chriſt and his Members have not a wa of only dry Land 
10 Heaven, there is much Sea- way before Chriſt and his Followers, ere 


they come to Shore. 


8 


2. We have in the Text, the Condition of the Ship and the Sailers 
5 and Paſſengers that are carried in the Veſſel with Chriſt, 


— wg £ i lt. — 
1 N , 
4 2 1 
» . 


Text. The word, 


Six parts of the in fix Particulars, expreſſing the Greatneſs of the Dan- 
ger by reaſon of a mighty Storm. Firſt, There is a Be- 
Hola ids, ſet before it; firſt to hold forth the Greatneſs of 
the Storm, Mat. 8. 24. And behold there aroſe a great Tempeſt. 2ly. 
To note that Creatures as Wind and Storms are daring and bold a- 
gainſt Chriſt and his Church, God permitting them; we imagine when 
'Chriſt gaes to Sea, he muſt have tair Weather, and a calm Sea, for 


opened, 


_ , how dare the Winds blow upon the fair Face of Him who created Sea 
+ and Winds? But Chriſt ſailing muſt have a mighty Gale, if the 
Prince of the Air Satan can in his own Sphere and Pariſh command 
the Winds. The ſecond Circumſtance, Mark faith a great Storm xen 


camedown ; it is contrary to Nature that Winds deſcend, they rather 
aſcend ; this ſaith it was not an ordinary Wind. But 3dly, a wharl- 
wind, Mark a&arl ſuch a Wind as Ariftotle ſaith, is moſt dangerous, 
by rolling in a Circle with violence, fo as it doth in LA] and other 
parts ſwallow up Towns. Matthew ſaith it was cs wiyes a great 


Tempeſt, a Sea-quake, that had as great Force and Strength as an 


Earth-quake, that can remove Caſtles and Towers out of their plac- 
es. 4ly, From the Effect, the greatneſs of it is amplified, the Ship 
was filled with Water; Chemnitius obſerveth, as the Water-pots, John 2. 


are filled with Water to the brim : for it is the ſame Word. 5%. They | 


were in ſuch fear, that the Diſciples being ſome of them Fiſher-men, 


gone; when the Ship-maſters Art faileth him, and the gray-haired 
Seamen go to their Prayers, the Paſſengers have cauſe to be afraid. 
But 60, That is not much, there is a good Seaman in the Ship, the 

reat Lord Admiral, not of the Seas only, but alſo of the Winds, is 
cannot make Winds and fair Weather, 


a 


and ſo experienced with Sea-ſtorms, cry that they periſh, and are 


— 


ere ; Lord Aqyurats on Earth 


5 


* t wy * 
* W e AN 5. 2 
e 


all ſhall 
is ſo her 
f us from 
I ing. 
17 
wake C 
faith, # 
leges, 
fand Wi. 
Awhich 1 
. e can, 
n Argu 
ſcompla 
ſyhen we 
us, if he 
ye periſ} 
A 
matural 
Suketh 
Ed, H 
Charge 
Pr it is 
pecauſe 
Bod, a: 
Winds 
and in 
118 Ap] 
WÞttered 
Zuiet, P 
Peaſts 
Word, 1 
It is a 
that ſw 
Ve Sac 
5.71 
ut me 
Ware bi 


x 


2 "x 
. * 2 \ 7. 
* "I of 4 
4 8 W a rh 5 M Y . ue We * 
e a MOL . 3 Pl" 
wg ee = 
US A” — 8 Well * 


The Houſe of Lords, at the Monthly Faſt. „ 
all ſhall be well, the Creator of Sea and Winds is here; yea but he _ 
is ſo here, as if he were not here to them, he is faſt aſleep ; Godſave © © 

jus from a Sea-{torm, when Chriſt is either far away from us, or fleep- «+ 

1 ing. be, | 

8 4 What courſe take the Diſciples in their danger? Firſt, they a- - 
wake Obriſt with their Prayer. 2dly, They double their words, Luce 
Laith, edla emed la, Maſter, maſter, Tutor, ſuch as are Heads at Col- 

a AJleges, or take care of Orphans, are ſo calle d. Chriſt tutors Storms, 

fand Winds, and Church and Court, and all: Matthew ſaith rey Lord, 

? Uwhich ſignifieth Chriſts Dominion: Mark Jidaorans Maſter, for (if 

 Khe can, and what can he not?) he'l help his Diſciples, fo they put 

[i n Argument of Help home upon Chriſt from his Offce. 3dly. They 
complain, Careſt thou not for us > What a Maſter art thou, who ſleepeſt 

yhen we are in danger to be drowned? ſo dream we Chriſt careth not for 

us, if 5 deliver not preſently. 40, They lay the danger before him, 

Pe ͤperiſhb. | | | | | | 

- We have Chriſts preſent helping of them, Matthew keepeth the re 

's Watural Method; V/ are ye fearful, O ye of little faitb? He firſt re.. 


YD FCisw 


f 
2 
* 


4 SHuketh the Diſciples Unbelief, before he rebuke the Sea and Winds. =_ 
ey dh, He ſpake angry words to the Sea and Winds, or laid a ſtrict = 
r Charge on the Sea and Winds, as the word is, Luke 3. 1%. Luke 9.21. _ 
1. Pr it is to rebuke with Threatning and Authority, 2 Tim. 4. 2. Not 
8 Þecauſe Sea and Winds can ſtirr without ſpecial Commiſſion from 4 
er Bod, as the Poets fancied, that their ZEvlus could boaſt and chide the 


Winds and eaſt them in Fetters, but this is to expres the abſolute _ 
in {nd invincible Dominion of Chriſt over Sea and Winds, they being 
c- bis Apparitors.and Purſeyants; fo that thirdly, Chrift (as Mark faith) 
ip TÞttered angry words of Authority and commanded the Sea, j be 
2. Huwuet,Peace, and be ſtill, ac be'muzzled, it is borrowed from wild 
yy KF eaſts or Dogs that are muzzled up that they cannot devour,ſo is the 
n, Word, 1 Cr. 9. 9. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the Corn ; 
re it is a hard Trope, and hol ds forth to us the Sea as a devouring Beaſt, | ,. 
ed What ſwallowed up Ships; ſo Marth. 22. 34. Jeſus ſtopped the mouths , 
id, Ie Sadducees Fe 5 8 1 
he 5. The Effect of Chriſts rebuking is here ſet down, there was witz 
is Hut more adoe à great calm: when Chriſt gloometh upon the Sea, it 
er, Ware but inule and be till, 5 3 6. The 
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8 Is Sermon Preached to the Right Honourable! ' pre 
6. The Fruit of the Miracle is here, the Seamen, not the Difcipleg F yo. 


« 


2s, of which Srrabo faith, Beaſts could not go through it, without the, tha 
Loſs of Hair and Hoofs, the Waters being fo peſtilent; but it was the 
Lake of Geneſareth, through which Chriſt and his Diſciples ſailed to 
the Gadarenes, called by a Hebraiſm the Sea of Tiberias. 
2ly. Chriſts Convoy in this Sea- journey were his Diſciples. Seldom Wo: 
was Chriſt his alone, only when he went to a Mountain to pray, as 
John 6. . and in the Garden, when his Diſciples would not watch with | 
him one Hour. But ordinarly his Diſciples, and others were witneſſes © 

of his Doctrine and Miracles. Firſt, Becauſe the Diſciples were to be 
 Eye-witneſſes of him, to preach by Senſe as well as by Faith; 1 Joh 

I, I. 2 Pet, 1,18. And this voice which came from heaven we heard (faith | 
Peter) when we were with him in the holy mount Senſe 

is Preachers are to of Chriſts ſweetneſs in Preachers is not ſo good ag | 
= convers much with Faith, but it is more excellent than Hear-ſay: 
= * — Chriſt, and why, There is a ſenſe of Faith in ſuchas have been in the 
1 3 Mount with Chriſt; I believed, therefore I ſpate, 2 
Cor. 4. 13. Senſe of Chriſt is an excellent Preacher of Ehriſt, Now. be- 
lieve we (lay the Samaritanes, Job. 4. 42. not becauſe of thy ſayiug, for 
we have heard him our ſelves ; Every faithful Paſtor is not only a Mel- 
ſenger to ſpeak Tidings, but a Witnes who ſaw and heard the viſſous 
of God. Secondly, Crolſs-bearing is not eaſily learned, Chriſt had the 


ll were ſtricken with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. Wat 
"a — Part I. Now it came to paſs on a certein day. JO 5» WW - Off 
* | Touching the three Particulars in the firſt part, a word firſt of the SY 
1 Place, this was not properly a Sea, but a Lake, not Lacus Gadare- | ede, 


_ Nough while we ſee Chriſts Fairneſs, Iſa. 6. 5, Fourrbly, The more youl This 
converſe with Chriſt, the more you partake of Heaven ; to be with} knoy 
your ſelf is to be in ill Company, to be with the World rubbeth Ruſt 77% 
on you, to be with Chriſt leaveth a Smell of Heaven, and a Dye and! 0 

* La 


Perfume and ſweet Oyntments leaveth a Witneſs behind it; none can 
| | preacliY 
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was volk! 


eyer with him? 


that he preached the Parables, you have Mar. 13. , enen ad ui 
It is like he went to Sea in the Evening, when he ? Li ons, Luc. 


had preached all the day, Luke faith indefinitely e H TAL 


How carefully Chriſt 


on a certain day; how ever, there is no waſte of | hurbanded time. 
Words, here two Evangeliſts, as their manner is 
do write a Diurnal of Chriſts Life and Actions, they Chronicle Chriſts 


10. 39,40. and made it his meat and drink, when he ſhould have eaten, 


to gain Souls, Joby 4. 34. Thirdly, He began early, being twelve 
years of Age, to diſpute with the Doctors in the Temple, and died 


Preaching and Praying on the Croſs, Luke 23. 43, 44, 46. 


Then Firſt, ſuch are rebuked, as know not well their time; Jer. 


8. 7. Tea the Stork of the Heaven, knoweth her appointed times, and tb: 
Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swallow obſerveth the time of her coming, 
but my People: know not the judgment of the Lord, Who is wiſe to know 
when God 1s watering the Land with Blood? to know. that the year 
1645 is that year of vengeance that hath been in | 


| the Lords Heart againſt England and Scotland? How borh Kingdoms 
This muſt be a part of Prophecy, whichthe People fail in improving of 


knows not while God reveal it, Exe“. 7. 12. The opportunities of 
time is come, the day draweth near, verſe 2. Alſo Mercy. | 
thou ſou of man, thus ſaith the Lord God, unto the © 
Land of Iſrael, an end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
Decond!y, 
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10 A Sermon Preached to the Right Honour able 
D Secondly, It were a right timing of Actions if the Honourable Par- 
WW > liament'would begin not at the eſtabliſhing of their own Liberties, | | 
Laus, Houſes, but at the building of the Houſe of God ; the Lord . Fo 
= hath given Opportunity for many years of a ſitting Parliament, and a 
48 there is not yet a Face of a Church in the Land, and ſcarcely there 5 45 
1 is one Stone laid in the Honſe of the Lord; men fay, it 7s not yet tine Boy 
1 zo build the Houſe of the Lord. I Cone 
= Thirdly, We have not known in this our day of the Goſpel, theſe 5 Sand 
1 / things that belong to our Peace; had Tyrus and Sidon, Sodom and Go- = or th 
muovorrab een the days of the Son of Man, which Scotland and England 9 8 
| have ſeen, they ſhould have repented long ago; and had we improved the j 2 0 
1 gracious Opportunities of Mercy, our Peace had heen as a River, and 4 _ an 
0 our Righteouſneſs as the avec of the Sea; but now we are like broken C 
Ft Men, unable ſo much as to caft up our Accounts, far leſs to pay the _ 
Rent of the Vineyard, when our Vine is as the Vine of Sodom, and our 3 
Grapes are Grapes of Gall: there is much underhandidealing againſt f. 3 
the Cauſe and Covenant of God;we did ſwear the Extirpation of Prela- 1 wy 
ey, Popery and 3chiſm ; now we Preach, Profeſs and Print that Li- = 7 
; berty 1s to be given for Conſciences of Men, and how can this be de- oo 
nyed to Papiſts and Prelates? Not only every City, but every Fa- by er 
mily almoſt hath a new Religion, the former unrepented will-worſhip- #3 2 
in the Breaſts of Men, againſt the power of Godlineſs, Vanity in Ap- 4 rag 
pare], Whoring, Extortion, Unjuſtice to Widows and Orphans whoſe | 5 
Husbands and Parents were killed in the Wars, Drunkenneſs, Exceſs 1 2 
Lying and Cozening, unjuſt and falſe Slanders and Calumnies truſt- 4 aſe 
ing in the Arm of Men and Multitudes, halting between Ge ant Ri 5 
Baal, poſtponing of Chriſts Matters to the end of the day, as if Relig- Taue 
on and the Houſe of God were of leſs Concernment to us than Liber- , Air: 
ties and civil Laws, and as if both Kingdoms miraculouſly defended. 9 Go. g 
by the right Arm of God, againſt mercileſs and blood-thirſty Babylon, eng 
were not more obliged to the Lord of Hofts, who hath ſaved us, th = _ 
that we ſhould now be Debitors to our own carnal ends, Diviſions, | 7 
Rentings, Emulations, Sides and Factions; Ephraim againſt Manaſeh 1 or 
aud Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim, though the Children of one Father: All 4 Sing 
theſe and many other Sins teſtifie to our Faces, that the time of the 1 8 
Goſpel hath not been fruitfully improv'd by the two Kingdoms. is foal 
1. Fourth, 


A Tho! 


«35 * - 
17 46] 4 


EK. lb 
b 1 
= 


The Houſe of Lords, at the Monthly Faſt. 11 
Fourthly, all of us generally fail in the bad huſband- FS 
ing of Time, we are a dying ere we know for what end A general 
we live: Imagine a Maſter ſend his Servant to a great fail of all © 
City with a written Paper, containing buſineſses of great in the care- 
Concernment, having allotted to him the ſpace of ten leſs tmprove- 
Sand-glaſſes to diſpatch them all,ſhonld he for the ſpace ment Fine. 
of the firſt nine Hours fall a drinking with his drunken 2 
Companions, and go up and down to behold all the Novelties of the 
City, he ſhould break Truſt: Alas! 1s not this World like a great 
Exchange? Our Paper containeth the buſineſs of a great Kingdom up 
above, the Honour and Glory of our Lord, our Redemption through 
Chriſt, a Treaty for everlaſting Peace; the time of Infancy and 
| Child-hood ſlippeth over, and we know not the end of our Creation; 
Louth-head and Mans Age like a proud Meadow, green, fair, delight- 
ul to day, and to Morrow Hay, caſteth Bloſſoms and Flowers, and 
with one little ſtride ſkippeth over our Span-length of time, and we 
go through the Exctfange to buy frothy Honour, rotten Pleaſure, and L 
when the laſt Hour is come, we ſcarce read our Maſters Paper, re 
barter one Nothing-creature with another; alas! it is but a poor Reck- | 
oning that a Natural Man can make, who can ſay no more at his Death, ! - 
* but Ihave Eaten, Drunken, Sleeped, Waked, Dreamed, and Sinned for the ' 
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& *! ſpace of ſixty or ſeventy years, aud that is all. Time like a long ſwift ſliding 

> River runneth through the City from the Creation, when God fir{t 
let the Horologe a going to the day of Chriſts ſecond coming, this 

d | River flideth through our Fingers, we Eat, Drink, Sleep, Sport, 

Laugh, Buy, Sell, Speak, Breathg die in a Moment, every Gaſp of 
Air is a Flux of our Minutes-time fliding into Eternity; within a few. 
a. Generations there ſhail be a Parliament of other Faces, a new Genera- 

„ I tion of other Men in the Cities, Houſes, Aſſemblies we are now in, 

1. 


and wea Company of Might-vrfions ſhall fly away, and our places ſball 
S, = &now us no more: And thavgh this ſhould not be, the World is not e- 
„ ternal, being a great Body made up of corruptible Pieces, of little dy- 
ing Creatures, ſtanding upon nothing, if God take the Legs from 
12 them; at length God ſhall remove the Paſſes of the Watch, and Time 

all be no more, the Wheels of Time ſhall be at a ſtand. What poor 
„, I Thoughts hall we have of this yur fading Ball of Clay the Earth, 

' = 2 whe 
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12 A Sermon Preached to the Right. Honmurabls = 
when the Worms ſhall creep in through Face and Cheeks, and eat our 
Tongue, and ſeiſe upon Liver and Heart? Or imagine that our Spi- 


from 
The Sword, but they cannot Ramp upon killing with the Sword Judg- 
K 8 . ment 


5 » "8; 75 5 4 
8 * - 


Tits once entred within the Line of Eternity, could but ſtay up beſide 
the Moon, and look down and behold. us Children ſweating and run- 
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ment 


if fwall 


ing for our beloved ſhadows of Lands, Fields, Flocks, Caſtles, Towers, 


Crowns, Scepters, Gold, Money, he ſhould wonder that Reaſon is ſo 
Blear-eyed as to hunt Dreams and Toys. Judge righteouſly, give fair 
Juſtice to Chriſt, do good while it isto,day, conſider the Afternoon of 


a declining Sun, within few Hours, we are plunged in the Boſom and 


Womb of Eternity, and cannot return back again. Lerd teach us to 
xumber our days, Ae | . ' e N 

Part II. 23. %% as they failed be fell aſlee p, and there came down aStorm 
of Wind, Matth. 8. 24. 4 great Tempeſt, I keep the order laid down 
before; This is not an ordinary Storm. But is not the moſt skilful 
Seaman in Heaven and Earth here? Dare the Wind blow fo proudly 
on his Face, who 7s white and rudy, and the Chief among ten thoufand 


Forlds ? Do not the Seas know their Creator ?- nd dare they wet 
his Face who made the Sea and the Dry-Land ? Yet from the great- 


neſs of this Storm (as was cleared before from the Text) we obſerve 
2 5 that Chriſt his Ship, his Church, and Paſſengers have 
Chrift and his in their Sailing more than ordinary Storms. Lam. I. 1 2. 
Ship hade more Is it nothing to all you that paſ hy? (Alas! Chriſt in 


Aban ordinary his Sufferings hath too many Paſlers by) Behold and 


Storm. > [ove if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, where- 
Is | withthe Lord bath afflicted me, iu the day of bis fierce anger! 


Chap. 2. 13. The Prophet cannot find a Compariſon to equal the Churches 


Sorrow.Thy breach is great like the Sea,whs can heal thee? The Sea is a vaſt 

Body, & a great Sea of Troubles was like todrown fe Church, Chap. I. 9. 
PFeruſalem came down wonderfully, Ba 75 

ND word is from a Root which ſignifieth to be ſeparated, and 

. hidden, as things above Senſe or Reaſon, as Gen. 18. 14. 

Ts there any thing hid, or too bard or admirable to the Lord, which he 


cannot do? There is ſome great and admirable thing in be Sword of 
 zbe Lord, upon the three Kingdoms, above all that Iriſ Rebels, or 


Prey eee do; The Curſe-and Vengeance in Afflictions 
en, comes from a higher Hand than. Men; Men kill with 


is admirably, the 
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be Houſe of Lords, at the Monthly Fal. 1 
ment and Vengeance, this cnly GOD doth, Lam. 2. 2. The Lord bath <4 


ſwallowed np all the Inhabitants of Jacob, and bath not pitied. 4. . 
bath bent his Bow like an Enemy; O terrible, any Enemy but GOD is 


tolerable ; The Lord flood with his right Hand a: un Adverſary, and ſlem 


all that was pleaſant to the eye, ¶ the ſucking Children are pleaſant to 


the eye, ) in the Tabernacle of the daughter of Zion, he pourea out" bis 


fury like fire. ver. 20. Behold, O Lord, and conſiler to whom thou haſt = 


done this: Shall the Women eat their fruit and children of a ſpan long? 


ſhall the Prieſts and the Prophets be ſlain in the Sanctuary? Plal. 44. 19. 


Thou haft ſore broken us, or bruiſed us, as in the place of Dragous, and 
covered us (as with a Vail or Covering, or Garment, Pal. 32. 1.) 
with the ſhadow of Death. Death is a cold, ſad and fearful Garment 
caſt over the Church, and that when ſhe is bruiſed to Duſt and Powder : 
How ſore and heavy a Storm was upon poor Fob? 16. 13. His Archers 


compaſs me round about, (Gods Terrors ſhot not at the Rovers, that 


God ſhould miſs the mark) he cleaveth my reins aſunder, and doth not 


ſpare,” be poureth out my gall upon the ground. 14. He breaketh ms with _ 


breach upon breach, and runneth upon me as a Giant. What is fale.in 
the living Man, when the Reinsthat are as inward as the Mans Heart, 
are cloven aſunder ? And when Gall and Liver are taken out of the 


living Man, and poured upon the Earth? See how the Lord dealetlr 


with his own People, Hof. 13. 8. I will meet tbem as a Bear bereaved 
F her Whelps, and will rent the Caul of their Heart. It cannot be an 
ordinary pain, when the Web ot Fat that compaſleth about the Heart, 

is Torn aſunder. There is a ſad and black Book preſented nnto Ezeftel, 


Chap. 3. 10. a Roll of 4 Book written within a nd without (Page and 


Margine ) Lamentation, and Mourning, and Woe, how doth the afflicted 
Church complain? Pſal. 102. 3. My days are conſumed as ſmoke, 
(when yeſterdays ſad Life is burnt to Aſhes, what is it?) and my 
bones are burnt as an bearth. 4. My heart is ſmitten and withered like 


graſs, ſo that I forget to eat my bread. 5. By reaſon of the vice of my ©, 
 groamng my bones el-avs to my 5skine, Theſe, and the like borrowed 


Expreſſions, hold forth, that the Storm of Afflictions was terrible and 
loud, as if it would cleave Moaatains and Rocks, and there muſt be 
ſuch a preſſure of pain here, as if you would take a living Mans 
Bones, and make Fewel for Fire, and uſe them as we do Faggots' 75 
an 
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2. The Hell of the Godly, and the Heart of their Hell, ſhould or- 
dinarily be heavier than the Borders and Margine of the Hell of tze 
wicked: The Sufferings of the Saints in this Lite, is their whole Hell: | +. 4 

wicked Men have here a Heaven, and but fore-taſtings of Hell, which MF 

I grant, in regard they want the Preſence and Comforts of GOD in 

this Life, and alſo that their Curſes are in themſelves heavier than the 

Afffictions of the Godly, but not ſo in their Apprehonſion. 3. GOD's: 

deep Counſels work Under-board; Providence is a great Myſtery: 

hy theſe three Kingdoms having a good Cauſe, and contending for 


& 3; 0 hn. ys ID 07. 


- i Chriſt, yet ſhould be put to a more Bloody Cond ition, and have more 


es 


- I of Floods of Blood for à while, than Bloody Men who defend a curſed 
y *'Þ Cauſe, is wondred at by us, as Ignorance is the cauſe of Admiration ; 
I He that never ſaw Huſbandry, thinketh Sowing loſing and caſting, 
t} away of good Corn; The end cujus gratia, which ſeafoneth GOD's 
al Works with Wiſdom and Grace, is unſeen: Honey is {weet, but. 
- | Taſting only diſcerneth it; Neither can Eye ſee it, nor Ear can hear 
- Fit; our Senſes cannot reach the Reaſon of his Counſel, who will have 
the Godly plagued every morning. . 1 1 
t TC 1. If it be ſo, that the Godly, the green Tree ſuffer ſuch a Fire, / 
1 Fit muſt be more than Fire that is abiding the Enemies; O Enemies 

7 of the Goſpel, O Malignants and Haters of the LORD and his 
d Saints, have you Caſtles and ſtrong Holds to run to in the Day of 
„ Wrath? Or are your Caſtles Judgment Proof? Cannot Death and 
| Hell ſcale your Walls? and though you ſhut your Doors, climb in at 
.  Zyour Windows ? Are your Bulwarks and Walls Salvation? Have you 


Lord, and the vengeance of bis Temple? Hath not the ſe- Wrath untoles + - A 
L Yeond Deati long and ſharp Tuſłs? Will you endure vable ro the > Mþ 
the Siege and Batteries of everlaſting Wrath? Ven- Ungodly. Eo 


geance will have nothing under your precious Souls; | „ 
Take v our pleaſure, kill and deſtroy tbe mountain of the Lord, the Feaſt 


| before the Throne Furbiſhed, that will lap and ſwallow up Blood, and 
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Sins Wheels, when it is ſetting, and the Night falleth on you, the Day | 
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16 A Sermon Preached io the Right Honourable 


of Wrath is ſecret and uncertain, you feep, and you ſee not Hell at 


* 


to the Hills, to cover you quick ? 
Uſe 2. This ſerveth to condemn our Softneſs, who love a wanton 
and a {moothProvidence,and Golden and Silken Sail- 
We love a ſoft ing, to be carried away quickly to Land without 
and a choſen Wind or Storm, we deſire to go to Paradiſe through 


| Providence of no cther way but Paradiſe, and a way ſtrowed with 


O17 own carving, Roſes; Nay, but we muſt endure Hardneſs, and 
| 5 reſolve the way can not be changed to flatter our 
Joftneſs, it is as GOD hath carved it out, there be not two ways to 


Heaven; one way ſtrowed with Blood, and Brimſtone, and Deaths, 


Feazable to Chriſt, but it was tohim Sweating 3 if Chriſt had taken 


zo Chriſt, and another to us white, fair, eaſie; Heaven was not ſo 


the fair way and a Street to Heaven like Paradiſe, and left the rough 
way to us, we had the more reaſon to complain. But it ſhouldfilence us, 
that Chriſt faith, you have no harder uſage than tbe Captain of your Sal- 


wation had, Feh.15.18. when we fee we muſt ſuffer, we would be at | 


a choſen Croſs, and Afflictions carved by our own Wit, or flewred and 
perfumed with Diamonds and Rubies ; ſo our Heart faith any Judge- 


Is not much, but Hatred from our Brethren, the Sons of our Mother, 


your Heels ; What will you do, when you ſhall make your Prayers 


ment but War, and any War but civil War: The Hatred of the World 


O that is hard; yet it is not to be expected but the Fleſh will war 


in the Saints againſt both the Spirit and the Fleſh in other Saints; no 
Leſs than the Fleſh warreth againſt the Spirit in one and the ſame # 
Saint; we are to kiſs and adore Providence, we can no more change 
Te foul and dirty way to fair Heaven, than we can remove Heaven 


it ſelf out of its place; God hath drawn and moulded the Typographie # 


ing | 


But what doth this Ship lead us to? certain it is, that it holdeth 8 
Forth to us the condition of the Church of God, toſſed with Wind and 
Wave, and the World it ſelf, the Earth is 4 Sea of Glaſs before the © 

Throne, Rev. 4. 6. And that mingled with fire, Rev. 15. 2. Of which | 
word, 1. Of the Ship, 2, Of the Element it ſailetb in, 2, Of the Pilot. 
Y Bo | 4., 


to Heaven, and ſet all our Gueſts before, he is a bad Souldier who fol- b B 
loweth ſuch a Captain of Salvation as Chriſt, Weeping and Murmur- % 
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a || - The Houſe of Lords, at the Monthly Faſt, 17 
rs . 4. Of the Anchor and Appurtenances. 5. Of rbe Eight particulars _ 
43 Fares. 6. Of the Paſſengers carried in the Ship, 7. confiderable in the 
on = Of the Winds and Storms. 8. Of the Port and Ha Ship in which © 
il ven. The Ship is, of its Nature, a tumbling and a Chriſ# aud bis 
ut moving Creature, and by its Conſtitution and Church is carryed, 
oh | Nature ordained for Motion. The Church tri- e 
ith umphing is landed, and above Motion, but the mi- TheChurch a move- 
nd litant Church is a rolling and a tumbling thing; able thing, a, 4 
bur And that firſt, in a Natural; 20% in a Civil; 3dly, Ship. E 
in a Spiritual Relation. As the Church conſiſteth of i 
hs, Men in a natural Conſideration, all are but Changes and mere Moti · 
ſo ons; for Man's Condition in the wood of Creatures he is born amongſt, 
ten His moveable, he himſelf is a proud Inch of ſhort- living Clay; God 
12h hath given Wheels to Time, fo that it playeth upon Generations, E- 
us, eleſ. 1. 4. One Generation paſſeth away and another cometh, verſ. 5. The 
Sun alſo riſeth, and the Sun goeth down ; the Hoon looketh not on us 
at two days, with one Face; Elements, Winds, Floods, Seas, Time, as. 
nd EK Years, Days, Hours, living Creatures, Trees, Herbs, Flowers, Sum- 
ge- mer, Harveſt, Spring, Heaven, Stars, are all tottering and reeling; 
rld and if the Earth and the Works that are therein, muſt be burnt with 
er, Fire, 2 Pez. 3. 12. all muſt be on their Journey toward Change aud 
var Corruption: The beſt of them for Elegancy of Matter not excepted. 
no # The Heavens ſhall wax old as a Garment, Plal. 102; 26. 2. The Church! 
me in a civil Relation is a rolling Thing, and that firft, as it is in Com- 
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ge mon- wealths and States. Kingdoms and Monarchies are up and down, 


ven Green, Flowriſhing, and Withering in their-Cadency like MayFlowers, =. 
e God doth roll Kings and Kingdoms like Bowles in an Alley; Pride, 
fol- Tyranny, Unjuſtice putteth a Byas on the Bowle that it turneth ⸗- 
ur- ver the Mount, and God with a put of his Foot turneth the Bowle aut 
bd its place; The Glory and Abſcluteneſs of Men is a Weight that 
eth dung Bal it ſelf. 8 Re the beſt of the Creatures is a vain 
and thing, P/al. 39. every Man at his beſt ſtare is altoge- 1 858 
the F ther. vanity; if the Hebrew — 2 ( — * "77 -2 "IS 
ha &# humbly conceive it doth) it runs thus, verſe 6. ſurely, 283 nn * 
lot. 4 ll men are all vanity, even ſtanding on their feet, or ; | - ny 
4. RR every man is every vanity, the he tand 8 bis tiptoes, or ſtand ſtraigbt up » 
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18 A Sermon Preaehed to the Right Honourable 
as a Champion or an Army of Souldiers that ſtand faſt and keep their 
ground, for ſo the word 23} ſignifieth, as the learned obſerve, vanity 
152 light, a moving and rolling Thing, like a Cart-wheel or a Feather 
in the Air. Thirdly, The Church for one good day of eaſe hath ten, 
twenty troubleſome days of War, Perſecution, Diviſions, Hereſies, 
Plots. Read the Hiſtory of the Judges, and of the perſecuting, yea 
and Chriſtian Emperours, and you ſhall ſee the Ups and Downs of the 
Church, they had Eaſe,yea and Court and Favour with godly Emperours, 
but a very ſhort time. Thirdly, in their ſpiritual relation, the Church 
is a moving thing: In that, 1. Change is a part of Sufferings, and Suf- 
fering and the Croſs is the Patrimony of the Church, whereas David 
faith of the wicked Pſal. 55. 19. Becauſe they have not Changes, there- 
fore they fear not God ; Moab is nor moved from Veſſel to Veſſel, and 
hath. not gone to Captivity, therefore his taſte remained in him, and his 


Great changes the 
ſpiritual Condition 
of the Church and 
of particular Saints. 


of Solomon ſhewetli the inward and ſpiritual Ups 


verſ. 4. 


+ Fruits ;, here the Ship bath fair Weather, and fails fair before the Wind, 


for Chriſt anſwereth, Chap. 5.1. I am come into my Garden, my. Siſter, 
my Spouſe, ¶ have gathered my Mrrbe, with my Spice, I have eaten my 
' Honey-comb with my Honey, I have drunken my Wine with my Milk, eat 
O Friends, yea drink: abundantly, O beloved, This is a joytul Fealt be- 
tween Chriſt and his Church. But this World laſteth not alway, ſhe 
falleth aſleep and holdeth Chriſt at the Door, and there is a mighty 
Storm that toſſeth the Ship, and a fad diſcourt ing of her; tor it is far 
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Scent is not changed, Jer. 48. 11, 2dly. The Song 


and Downs, and Changes of the Church; as ſome- | 
time Chap. 2. It is full Noon-day with the Church, 
ſhe being taken into the banqueting houſe, and 
his Banner over her was Love, and ſhe is 
in great Court, verſ. 16. My well beloved is mine, and I am bis he feed- 
erb among the Lillies, 17. Till the day break, and the ſhadows flee away, | 

but there is a change of Court, and a great Revolution, ap. 3. I. By MW. 
night, on my Bed I ſought bim whom my Soul loveth, I ſought him, but I 
Found him not. Again, Chap. 4. There is a Revolution, Chriſt break- WM 
eth out in a high Commendation and Praiſe of his Church, Chap. 4. 
wer. 16. There is a Prayer of hers in ſenſe of Love and Heat of Faith 
for an Union; Let my beloved come into his Garden, and eat his pleaſant * 


N 
4 
* 


JJ 
otherwiſe, verſ. 6. I ſought him, but Teould not find bim, I called bim, 


no hiding of Gods Face, no Cloud, no Night, no Change, nothing 


Sea of Glaſs, all things here are frail, ſlippery; The Ship ſaileth in , © 


5 more than a Board of Glaſs can ſuſtain the mingled with fire, 


tions, and mighty Winds in this Sea, that that may be fulfilled which 1 
Chriſt ſaith to the Paſſengers, Job. 16. 33. In the World you ſhath hae 


Tribulation, | 


| we bave as the. Anchor of the Soul 409a1) Y Bifaiiy, | 1 
be 1 


— 


— * * 1 


But be gave me no anſwer. Grace, as it is in God, is God gracious, 
and is moſt ſtable and unchangeable, but it is various, as it is recerv- |-' - 
ed in us, who are made of Changes, and a difference there mult be 
between a Communion of Grace and a Communion of Glory; And | ] 
2. Between this Life and that Life; as for the former, Glory 1s Grace 
in everlaſting Action, and therefore there is no Deſertions in Heaven, 


„* en 
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— 


— od 


but a Sun in its full Strength; alwiſe Day without Night; a full Sun- 
ſhine without a Cloud or a Shadow. Grace in us is a Habit, and not 
alwiſe in Action, and our Stability here (as touching the other) is, 
Heb 13. v. 14. That we have no continuing City here, but we ſeek one ts 
come, this is a tottering Life. e | 

- Secondly, The Ship ſaileth in an Element calleda © _ 


7 
brickle like Glaſs, it cannot bear the Ship above, a Sea of Glaſs # 


Weight of an huge Ship, but it ſhould break ina We et 
thouſand Pieces; certainly the Church ſubſiſteth by no worldly Strength, 
Chriſt ſaileth with his own Wind, then it is a Sea of Glaſs mingled 
with Fire, Rev. 15. 2. There be Combuſtions, Wars, Tumults, Mo- 


Thirdly, All the Safety of the Ship is in a good Pilot, now Chriit - + } 
who can ſail with every Wind, and bringeth many broken Ships to J 
Land, he ſitteth at the Helm, and ſetteth the half drowned,ſhip-bro- ³ 
ken Paſſengers on dry Land to ſing on the Shore, Rev. 7. 14. Theſe © 


are they (the ſhip-broken Men who ſwimed to Land on Planks and 


broken Boards hat have come out of great Tribulaticy, (out of the 
Sea of Glaſs mingled with Fire) and bh ave weſled their Robes and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb. The Ship is failing in Britainnow 
in a Sea of Blood, Chriſt muſt bring her ſafe to I and. © 

 Fourthly, There be three excellent Vertues of the Hope the Anchor , | 
Anchor of Hope, Heb. 6, 19, 20. Firſt, Mich hope of the Church. ＋ 
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_ 
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1 70 danger and ſure, 2dly, It is toothed on good Ground, it is 7 


within tbe Vail in Heaven; he muſt ſha ke Heaven, who looſeth the An- 
chor. 2ly. Chriſt the Forerunner, who leapt firſt aſhore, and as the 


firſt begotten of the. dead, firſt hanſelled Heaven with our Fleſh, hath 


the far-end of the Anchor in his hand. Chriſt ſtrengthneth the Tack- 


ling and the Cords of the Ship; the Church a venturous Pinnage, that 


through the ſtrength of Chriſt venters through, 2 Cor. 6. 5. Stripes, Im- 


priſonments Tumults, Labours, Watchings, Faſtings, by Honour and 


Diſbonour, through evil Report and good Report, and landeth ſafe, John 
14. 3. Iwill come again and receive you to my ſelf, that where I am, 


tbere yon may be alſo. 


Fifthly, The precious Pearl of the Goſpel is carried in this 


De Wares Ship, yea Chriſt, who holdeth the ſeven Stars, and walketh 
of the Ship. in the midſt of the Golden Candleſticks, is in the Ship. Be not 

afraid ( ſaid the Emperour to the Water-man ) thou carrieſt 
Ceſar : So here Chriſt ſaith to the Shipmen, Be not afraid, you carry 


the KING ot Kings in this poor Bark of the Church; indeed there be 
more precious Wares in the Ship, than if ſhe carried from India Milli- 
ons of Navies of Gold, and Ship fulls of Diamonds and Rubzes, 


Sixthly, There be many Paſſengers of divers Qualities, 


Seven ſorts of which I ſpeak with reference to the Times; as firſt, 
of Paſſen- ſome green Profeſſors believed (as Children do) it was 
gers in the but a play to be ingaged for the good Cauſe. But when 


Ship, the King left his Parliament and made War with his good. 


Subjects of both Kingdoms, they then began to be Sea- 
ſick, and to vomit out their Proteſtations and Covenant ; Men ſhould 
ſeriouſly put down in Paper aforehand what it will coſt them, if they 


indent with Chriſt to follow him, Luke 14. 28.' Secondly, Some in- 
gaged to the Cauſe, and embarked upon Life and De th, did caſt 


themſelves in the Sea, thinking to Swim to the neareſt Shore, they 
ſtole away from Chriſt, and caſt Cauſe, Goſpel, Laws and Liberties 


over Board to Save themſelves, but he that will ſave his Life (hall loſe 


it, | Thirdly, Some ſtill remain in the Ship, but as Judas did with 
Chriſt, waiting an Opportunity, either to play a Game for Malig- 


nants, or to foſter Diviſions between the Kingdoms, and Diviſions in 


the Church, to raiſe a Mutinie amongſt the Paſlengers of Chriſt, that 


— 
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Ine one Half may throw the other over Board in the Sea. Fourthly, 
Pome are like 75 


Think by hard rowing and ſweating at the Oars, to bring the Ship to 
Land; but a Horſe is a vain belp. Seventhly, Sincere Profeſſors are 
Filling to ſtay, and take fair or foul Weather with Chriſt, to ſink or 
wim with the Goſpel, and not only to ſtay, but to row and pray. 
Moe cannot but fee Winds and Storms, loud and mighty tolling the 
| Poor Ship in Britain; Pirates and Robbers have made ſlops in the 
+ Ship by Plots, much under-water is come in. Eighthly, though the 
N ind« be ſtrong, and the Sea tempeſtuous, yet the Port is ſure, for 
Wis is the promiſe of the Lord who fits at the Helm, Tſar. 54. 11. © 
„ bon afflicted and toſſed with Tempeſts, behold JI will lay thy ſtones with 
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9 

„ Fair colours, and lay thy Foundations with Sapphires, Chriſt can ſail with 

s Fontrary Winds, yea the Harbour is near; Behold I come quickly 
12 ſaith the Lord; ) in the greateſt Storm that ever was, the Church 
d. Fan ſee the Shore and dry Land, Mic. 7. 9. And Faith in War ſeeth 

- Peace, and in {hip-wrack is aſſured ofthe Land, and in ſaddeſt Times, 

d WMhen God is fartheſt off, the children of God feel the ſmell of the 

y Flowers of the higher Garden, Rom. 5. 3. Ve rejoyce, or we leap for Joy 

j Tribulation. 


ſt [ | | 411d be was faſt aſleep ] we are here to conſider RE 
y further of the Condition that they were at; it is a V Chriſt took on 


es MMtorm, but Chriſt ſleepeth. Firſt, A word of Chriſts our Nature and 

ſe Neeping. 21y, Of his ſleeping at this time. If we com- Infirmities, 

th Ware the Text with it elf we ſhall find, he was | 

- (Wccping, who cen neither slumber nor sleep, and that he is waking,while 
in Ne is fleeping, for he who is the mighty Hod, the Prince of Peace, and 

at buked the Sea and the Winds, and there was a calm does not ſleep. 


How 
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How then? can God fleep? He that is in one perſon God-may can Beauty 
fleep. Firſt, becauſe in this rare piece of our Redemption, Chriſt-God treme 
took all our Infirmities on him, except Sin, as he took our Nature, Þ there 1 

ſo he took cur Condition and Place, to expreſs the depth of the I ove and Sy 

of God to Mankind; the Lower and Baſer our glorious Redeemer was, the Ro 

| It hath the greater Impreſſion of Love. Love, love anſwereth all our © waſtes 
He, Queſtions of Wonder, O way of Lite, why waſt | nally 
\ Chriſt God and thou wearied? O Bread of Lite, why waſt thou it the 
| lan, aud by hungry? OWell of Lite, why walt thou thirſty 2 be ete 
„ Haſt thou not made all the Fountains and all the Chriſt 
| Vines in Fudea,and in all the Earth? O ancient of days, why becam- Hand: 
| eſt thou young, and a weeping Infant? Bleed Jeſus would become a parchi 
| Work-houſe of Sufferings and Infirmities for us; and Love, free Love and le 
Anſwereth all theſe Queſtions; for us, for us Sinners he came 4h, fer 
thus, Low. 2dly, Here is a Wonder, it there be a wonder in the world, the b! 
Chriſt God and Mam in one Perſon is more than a Miracle. The Migh-Y tain a 

zy God giving infinite Subſiſtence to a finite Nature, Iſa. 9. 6. Thirdly, rage, 
Here is an able and ſufficient Saviour furniſhed to us, one who is more] Deatl 
than a Man; why? there was not only need of infinite Worth and nite \ 
Merit to the Perſon, but of infinite Strength, under the Sufterings ,  berna 
Man as Man is but a Creature, and all the Angels in Heaven and a Þ theAr 
World of Worlds of new created Angels could not endure the infinite | of Fe 
Wrath of God, and therefore God muſt be in this Play, unleſs all had Luftr 
been marred. Queſt. But tbe Godhead could not ſuffer nor be a paſſrve God- 
ſubject of ſuffering, God therefore though he had not made one Perſon with Y thus 
the Man-bead, might have added actively firength to a Man to endure fl and 
and ſuffer all that Chriſt ſuffered. Anſw. It is true, the Godhead was ned : 
no formal paſſive Subject of either Infirmities or Sufferings in Chriſt, ed fr 
and God might have added to one who is only Man poſhbyStrength to Kain, 
ſuffer the Terrours of the ſecond Death without deſpairing ; but then nion, 
it could not be ſaid, that in that caſe theſe Sufferings ſhould have been ſure. 
the Sufferings and Blood of God, and fo of infinite V Vorth and Me- ly, y 
Tit, but here all Strength, and which is more, all Worth and Merit the ! 

7 of ſuffering came from the Godbead which - may Uſe. 
The influence of the be illuſtrate from two Compariſons. Firſt,ſfup- nal,» 
Godhead inChrifts poſe there were a Fair Roſe in the ſoutheſt part and 


Suffferings was ac 


of the Earth, neareſt the Sun, growing in great 
Beauty 


— 


rage, Vigour and Strength, ſo as this Ro 


Beauty, but in danger to be burnt up with the e- tive not paſſve. 
treme heat of the Sun, yet it we ſhould imagine We 
there were at the Root of this {ame Roſe a cold refreſhing Fountain 
and Spring of Water, ſending up an oyly and lively Sope of Life to 
the Roſe, ſo that how much the parching heat of the Sun conſumed and 
waſted of the Life and Greenneſs of the Roſe, the Fountain eter- 
nally furniſhed as much of new Vigour and Life to it, we may think 
it the Fountain were eternal ſo to act upon the Roſe, the Roſe muſt 
be eternally Green and never wither : So the Flower of Tſai, Feſtus 


Chriſt the fair Roſe of Sharon,that Lil ly of the Field never planted with | 


Hands, that bleſſed Man who was a Son without a Father, tho the 


| parching Sun of the infinite Wrath of God, for our Sins did burn him, 


and look upon him to confume him, as he complained, P/al. 22. 15. 


* Aly ftrength is dryed up like a Potſheard. 17. I may tell all my Bones; yet 


the bleſſed Godbead, in a perſonal Union, was like an oyly Foun- 
tain at his Root, that contributed the active Influence of Life, Cou- 
Roſę could not but grow in 
Death, and the Excellency of his perſon mals the Sufferings of infi- 
nite worth. And even as the Scarlet and Purple Curtains in the Ta- 
bernacle caſt a Glance and Luſtre on the golden Mercy-feat, when 
the Ark was within the Tabernacle; fo the purple Wounds and Blood 
of Feſus Chriſt and all his Infirmities received an excellent ſweet 
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Luſtre, Worth and Beauty from the glorious and more than golden 


God-head of our true and living Ark the Son of Ged. It may alſo be 
thus cleared, the iron Wedges of Noabs Ark ſeparated from the Ark, 
and caſt into the Waters ſhould fink to the bottom, but being faſt- 
ned in the Ark they fleet above the Water: The Man-head ſeparat- 
ed from the God-bead Thould fink under the wrath that Chriſt did ſu- 
Jain, but being wedged and united to the God-head, in a perfonal U- 


nion, could not but ride out againſt all the Storms.. O bleſſed be our 


ſure Ark. Now though Suffering could not touch the God-head paſſive- 
ly, yet could the God-head actively contribute to the ſtrengthning of 
the Man-hood tor ſuffering. f 


nal,was a Standard-bearer that could not faint under all his Sufferings 


and Infirmities, Chriſt myſtical is more than Men, I mean the Church 
8 1 3 


f 
| 


5 
Uſe. 1. Hence we are to conceive if Chriſt the Redeemer, Chriſt perſo- ; | 
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and not to ſearch the Scriptures to try whether that which is preach- i 


* N Rue” 105 8 IE age «tes add; 
* ; 3 
* * — 
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a 


On 


of Chriſt muſt have alſo ſtrength againſt all the Perſecutions of Men's M- ed be 
There is a Bone in the Head of the Church, that is, ſtrength in Chriſt 4 thorit 
that cannot be broken, Malignants ſhall fight againſt Aſount Zion, but liged 


mall not prevail, there was never any Victory that the Seed of the 0 Pr 
Serpent or Satan could obtain againſt Chriſt, but the bruiſing of his Office 
Heel, that is a poor Victory, a wound in the Heel, or a bleeding ſo it a 


Heel is far from the Heart; Malignants are but drawing Blood of any : 


Chriſts Heel, in theſe bloody Wars. But they do but threth the Wa- Chriit 
ters, Chriſt hath endured more than the wrath of the King of Britain, Decre 
and believe it, he ſhall be victorious and ſhall prevail. — + blind 
If Chriſt be ſuch a wonderful one that is God no leſs than Man, it is and a 
8 neither Piety nor good Policy to take any !; * — i 
Uſe. 2. It were ſacri- thing from him that is his due; if Ceſar had |] 2 


ledge in the Roman E. ſtepped in and uſurped a Headſhip over the ©* ＋ 
pire and Senate ro give Aſſembly conveened in the Name of Chriſt, ang = 


out Decrees to the Ats 15. and had ſaid, Ir ſeemed good to the ® 88 
Churches as the Apoitles Holy Ghoſt, and to us the Roman Emperor. and T w_ 


and Elders did, Acts. Senate of Rome, 20.enjoyn ſuch Laws ro the the 
18. Churches of Chriſt 3 and ſhould put the Nam e b — 

of the Emperours and Parliament Decrees on Ls 
theſe which are called the'Decrees of rhe Apoſtles and Elders at Feruſa- ö em 
lens as they are called, A. 16. 4. 1 conceive the Apoſtles would have 


called it a wronging of Chriſt the King of the Church, in his Prerogative Chrif 
Royal, and an abridging of the Freedom of his Court; nor was it e- 


ver in our Heart to teach that the Chriſtian Magiſtrate is with blind O- 2 

| bedience to execute the Decrees of the Church; For this poor Argument, Groen 

if it have any Nerves, as it would caſt upon us the Doctrine of Papiſts by t 
and Jeſuites to make the ways of Chriſt odious, it hath as greatW hz 
ſtrength againſt the preaching of the Goſpel ; for if Paul or any Faith: EZ they 
ful Paſtor preach to the Magiſtrates of Berea that Chriſt, whom the .,,,7 / 


Jews crucified, is the only Redeemer and Saviour of the World, and 7,45; 


that therefore they are as Nurſe-fathers to give Liberty to the Ser- Trou 
vants of God, to preach this Doctrine, and to hinder any to perſecute W and 
ſuch as ſhall preach this Doctrine, yet by their civil Authority, and Y {+ l 
ex officio, they are not for that, with blind Obedience to receive it, throu 
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the Houſe od a the lh k. if 


ed be agreeable to the Scriptures, nor to take it upon the bare Au- 


thority of the Preacher, but they are to ſearch the Scriptures, and ob- 
liged to believe the preached Goſpel. But not as Magiſtrates either, 


to preach themſelves, or to judge Authoritatively by virtue of their 
Office, whether the Preachers Doctrine be the Goſpel of Chrift, or no: 
ſo it a Synod, by the Holy Ghoſt, and the Light of Scriptures determine 
any thing for Diſcipline or Cenſure, the Magiſtrate as he may as a 
# Chriſtian try the word preached, ſo may he the ſame way try the 
® Decrees and Determinations of the Church, and not take them upon 
blind Truſt and accordingly puniſh the Contraveeners as a Magiſtrate, 


„and as he is the Miniſter of God that beareth his Sword; but yet he 


g | through the valley of the ſhadow of ww, I will fear no evil, Thirdly, 


can no more as a Magiſtrate, and by his Office preſcribe ſuch Eccleſi- 
aſtick Laws; (as we have Act, 15. v. 28. Acts 16. 4) unto the Church- 


es of God, or as a Magiſtrate and by his Office judge them unlawful, 


and forbid them, than he can preach the Word, or ſay, It ſeemed good 
to the Holy Ghoſt, and to me who bears the Sword, to command that the 


Churches obſerve ſuch and ſnch Laws, but we ſhall hardly believe that 


the Honourable Houſes will take on them ſupreme Authority above 


the Aſſemblies and Courts of the Lord Jeſus, or that they will give 
occaſion to all the Proteſtant Churches inthe World, who pray for 
them, to write againſt their Proceedings... 


{ And he was faſt aſleep | What? ſhould Chriſt ſleep now, as Jonah 


did, when God feemeth to be angry with all in the Ship? Nay, but 


Chriſt holdeth forth to us by his ſleeping, that 


Innocency and a good Conſtience can fleep ſe- Iunocency can ſleep. 
curely amidft the greateſt Calamities and ſound amidſtthe great- 


Storms, and not be afraid. This is made good eft Calamitter. 


by theſe Grounds of Scripture; as firſt, God 16% 
hath a Chamber and a Pavilion to fave his own People in, ſo are 
they ſpoken to, I/. 26. 20. Come my people, enter into thy Chambers, 
and ſhut thy doors about thee, hide thy ſelf for a little Moment, until the 
Indignation be overpaſt. Secondly, God not only ſaveth his own from 
Trouble, but alſo from the fear of Trouble, Pal. 3.5. Þ[ laid me down 
and ſlept. 6. Iwill not be afraid of ten thouſand of the people, that have 
ſet themſelves againſt me round about. Pia). 23. 4. Tea though I walk 
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There is yet a higher Degree to which a good Conſcience can aſcend; 


197 the; 


for Fliphaz faith, Job 5. 22. At Deſtruction and Famine: thou ſhalt laugh, 7 Conſe: 


Faith is ſo above Death, that it maketh a holy Sporting at Death, 1 j 
Cor. 15.55. O death, where is thy ſting? O grave where tis thy victory? 
It is much to look Death in the Face and to laugh ; believe and tri- 
umph. It is true, the Godly are fitteſt to be Sould iers, and Faith 

bath more true Courage for the War than thouſands of Men, yet are | 

not Means to be deſpiſed. God would not have us to work Miracles 
on the Warrant of our own private Spirit, though God work Miracles 


8. 13. 
Grave 


LH 


for oth 
Iſrael 
# Troub 
leſs tt 


| himſelf; David faith, Pſal. 141. v. 7. That the Lord covered hig head 3 when 
In the day of battel ,; yet he putteth on a Helmet on his Head himſelf he c.. 
in the day of Battel, and was a Man of War, 2 Sam. 17. 10. There is for us 
reaſon why the Saints are ſecure in God, in the - greateſt Calamity, [ ſtrengt 
becauſe Peace with God maketh Peace with Bullets, and Swords and 750150 
Spears, and theſe go well together, Pſal. 149. 6. Let tbe high praiſes of | an 
Goa be in their Mouth, and a two edged Sword in their hand: And Faith ud 
knoweth nothing of baſe Fear; when there are Storms without, to the derte 
Believer, there is fair Weather within, Faith is a Grace above Time, h 
as there is neither Rain, nor Winds above the ſecond Region of the Air; baſt co 
therefore the Camp ſhould be purged of Achans. Secondly, Unbeliet F But 
hath a wide Apprehenſion, and is full of Jealouſies and Fears, and wake 
believeth every Buſh to be an armed Man, Prov. 28. 1. The wicked e- * 


eth when none purſueth, but the Righteous N is confident as a I you, 
or as a yourig Lyon, Courage and Animoſity is vigorous and green in 


# ſonall: 
E& comm 


the young Lion, for when the Believer hath cloſed a Covenant with | owt, 
Death, not ſuch a one as is I/. 28. 15. But ſuch a Covenant as tax- his wi 
eth in Chriſt as a Party with the Believer, in which he is in Covenant Strat 
with the wild Beaſts of the Field, Hoſ. 2. 18. And with the Stones of and t. 
the Fields, then is he ſecure, for if Death be the Saints Servant, 1 Cor, 1 
3. 22. Why but we ſhould have Law-ſurety in Chriſt, with our Servant, 2 
that Death ſhall not hurt us? 1 Cor. 15. 55. And if the Grave be our Ang, e 
Zed of reſt, why ſhould not the ſick Man be at peace with his o. . telp 1 
Couch, and with his own Poſt that convoyeth him over the Water to lay : 
Heaven? The Believers Death is a ſleep, 1 Cor. 15. 6,51. 1 Cor. 4: Pro 
14. Then it muſt be a ſweet and ſound ſleep, as is the Sleep of the God- IF cifyin 
ly, whereas ſuch as ſleep wrapped in ſuch a Wiading-ſheet as the Sins N ,jjche 
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5 / of their youth, Job 20. 11. Cannot kave a ſound ſleep, but as an ill 
* #4 Conſcience propheſieth Vengeance, as we ſee in Hamans wife, Eſther | 

8. 13. And in Cain, Gen. 4. 14. So the Bones of a Reprobate in the 
.* # Grave muſt in a manner propheſie Hell and Wrath to him. 4 


[e was faſt aſteep] Chriſt- man did but ſleep, 9 
4 for otherways, Pſal. 121. 4. Bebold be that keepeth How God is ſaid 8 
® Iſrael ſhall neither ſlumber nor sleep. Yet in our sleep. 3 
® Trouble God is ſaid to ſleep, not that Spirits, far 
2] when we dream that God letteth things go at fix and ſeven, and when 
i #7 he ſeemeth to cocke the Wheels ot his Providence, and worketh not 
I for us, his Arm ſeemeth to ſleep, I/a. 51. 9. 4wake, awake, put on 
ſtrengtb, O arm of the Lord, awake as in the ancient days, in the generas 
TI} 270nsof old; Now the ſleeping of his Arm is the ſleeping of his Power, 
and he faith, Ver, 5. My Righteouſneſs is near, my Salvation is gone forth, 
n and mine Arms ſhall judge the People; His Arm is his Power to judge 
1e between his Church and his Enemies, Pſal. 44. 23. 4make, why ſleepeſt 
S thou, O Lord > Pal. 7. 6. Awake O Lord, for the Fudgment that thou 
* baſt commanded, = 75 1 Sis ne tern] 
wi ws why ſhould Chriſt fleep when his Cauſe requireth he ſhould as 
Anſw. Beſide that this was a Proof of his humane Nature united pers 
IF fonally with his God-head, that a ſleeping Man was God who could 
command the Sea, and the Winds, it was expedient that this Storm 
8 ſhould riſe when Chriſt was ſleeping, for it might ſeem to ariſe againſt | 
his will, ifhe had been waking : Or rather God of purpoſe will have 
extreme Dangers to come on his Church, and he will ſeem to ſleen 
and to be far off, to waken up our ſleeping Faith. 5 
Hence the Doctrine is, God will have bis Church God will have bie 
and Cauſe to be brought within a hair breadth lo- Church and Cauſe 
rng, except the Lord ariſe, and be only, bs @ preſent withina bairsbreadils. 
n 2 help intrauble. Confider that Chriſt-man (it we of loſing, except be a 
to lay aſide the Decree of God) was 5 riſe and heldp. 
4: Y Drowning, Stoning, or any Death as well as cru- 8 
d- Jcifying, and in this Ship was carried Chriſt the Hope of Heaven, and 
5 © allthe ends of the Earth, and the eleven Diſciples were in the ſame 
of i © 5 Danger 
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leſs the Creator of Spirits, doth ſleep, only he ſeemeth to ſleep. . 1 


28 A Seton Preached to the Right Honourable 
Danger, they had a word of Promiſe that they ſhould be hisWitneſles, to 
carry the Chariot of theGoſpel to all the World, & to ſubdne the Nations 
to Chriſt by the preaching of the Word, and were to be brought before 

Kings and Rulers for a 1 to all Nations, and to be Scourged, 
Killed, Perſecuted of all Men for Chriſts ſake ; here be both a Pro- 
miſe, and Propheſies, and all ſeems to be lofed as fallen in the Bot- 
tom of the Sea; Chriſt and Apoſtles and the Ship are witl.in leſs than 
two or three fingers breadth of death. The Church was at a low Ebb 
in Fgypt, the Male-children muſt be drowned in the River, the Life 
of the Aged is toy led and worn out of them. Omnipotency with nine 
heavy Plagues cannct get the People of God freed out of the hands 
of a Tyrant. God muſt ſtep in with immediate Omnipotence in the 
Tenth Plague td pull out his People with a ſtretched-out Arm. Mo- 
ſes his word of Deliverance, and Gods Decree of bringing out the 
People, is upon the extreme Bank and Margin of periſhing; Iſrael 
hath an Hoſt ot cruel Enemies behind them, and the raging Sea be- 
fore them, and Mountains on every ſide, here be many Deaths in a 
Circle round about the Church, this is like to God ſleeping, and the 
Wheels of Providence at a ſtand, there is no place for help from a 
Creature except immediate Omnipotency break a Gap in the Circle, 
and divide the Red-ſea; The Church of God is a Field of dry and 
dead Bones, ſo as it is ſaid, Ezekiel 37. 2. Behold the Bones were N 
very or exceeding dry, and they ſay, Verſ. 11. our bope is loſed, and W 
are cut off; yet we know God made his own Word good, Verſ. 12. 
Behold O my pedple, I will open your Graves, aud bring you to the land 
of Iſrael, Deut. 32. 36. The Lord ſhall judge his people, and repent him and 
ſel for bis ſervants, But when ſhall that be? Ommniporency ic good at 
F a dead Lift; when he ſeeth their ſtrength is gone, 
* MIN lA Hieb. That their Hand is gone, and there is nons 

| ſhut up and left, when the Saints have neither 

Hands nor Feet, the Lord ariſeth . For Chriſt can ſail with half Wind. 

and ply about and fetch a compaſs, yea he can ſail gainſt Tide and 
Wind, and with no Wind, he never ſinks his Bark, nor breaks his 

Helm, nor loſes a Paſſenger, . nor miſſeth his Harbour, ſo how hope- 

leis was the Condition of the Church, when loving Feſus Chriſt is couch- 
et under a cold Stone in the Grave? The only Hope of Davids Throne, 3 
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he who was toreſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael is gone, & what ſhall the Peo- 
ple of God now do? Utter, Deſolation is fo near that God is put to it, 
and the poor Churches Coal ſo cold, that they are at, Lord eitber now 
or never, eitber within three days reſtore the Head of the Church or never. 
Then the Lord, As 5. 31. exalted buried Chriſt with bis rigbt band 
| i] be Prinie anda Saviour to flu Repentance 20 Ifrasl and forgivengſe 
b I. 705 pr Omni po tency can walk in the ex- Vy God ſaveth not 


4 Wh WW, 


av -W 


treme and outmoſt Margin and moſt pendulous while the Church be 
e Bank hanging over Hell, and not fall; Chriſt between the ſinking ' © 
8. | 


can drive his Chariot over Mountains and Rocks and the ſwiming, . 
and not break one Pin or Wedge of it, poor = 
Nothing to Qmnipotency is as good as Spear and Shield. 


* 


2. Reaſon. This declares the Depth of the Wiſdom of GOD's un- 
ſearchable Diſpenſation, he ſuffereth Aſalignants to ride over his Peo- 
ple, that he may perfume the work Hell in the Enemies, who are, 
as it were, Skullions to purge the Veſſels of Mercy, and to humble 
them, and may inſtamp their Acts with tupernatural Events of Faith 
and Patience; Malignants plow the Church, and ſow Blood in the 
three Kingdoms, tlie Father of Chriſt the good Huſband-man comes in. 
to break theClods& the Fallow- ground, &reap theCrop of the quietFruits 
of Righteouſneſs; And it is Depth of Wiſdom to conſider how God 
maketh uſe of Mens ſinful Engagements having chained Men to his 
Cauſe, and carries his own holy and clean Work of Reformation 
through many foul Hands and dirt Intentions: So when Men thwart : 
7 anderoſs. GODS YI. of Precept, they ſerve GODS Vill of Providence z. 
32 Paſſenger walks on the Hatches of the Ship toward the Weſt, Sea, 
and Tide and Wind do carry both him, his Motion and Ship to the 
3 Eaſt, the Wiſdom of God the Pilot of his Church, over-powerethMens: 
2 Intentions which are ſet on Gain, Honour, Factions, their own by- 
ends, Eaſe and Pleaſure  _ 7 ELLE 
It is not unlike that when this Work now. under the Lords Wheels. 
in Britain is come to a Hight of extreme Deſolation, that we are at 
this, Lord, either now or never, and the Sea is come in at the Broad- 
ſide of the Ship, that the Lord will deliver by ſome immediate way; 
| 30d we ſee Feverscome to aHight, and then decreaſe and coole: fo 


. 
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30 A Sermon Preithed to vbe Right Fonourubſe | 
when doth the Sea turn to an ebbing ? Not while it flow to the out- 
moſt Score of the Coaſt, and then be falleft ; ſeldom doth ever the 
Lord deliver his Church while,their hope be gone, and What ff it be ſo 
here, that Parliaments, Aon tes, Armies of and in both Kingdoms, Na- 
vies,  Shippings, Treaties, Viftories, can do no more? And then the 
Lord ariſe; and by ſome immediate Omnipotency we never dreamed 
of, calm our Sea, and bring his own Ship to Land, Firſt, you never 
aw Creatures do any great Work, but ſomething was left to Omni- 
= - potenty, and to God only to be done. Moſes led the People out of 
Bsp., but he could not divide the Red-Sea, and that was their way. 
2dly, In Gods greateſt Works, immediate Providence hath had Hand. 


Gideons Sword init: This truly to me is one continued Miracle that 
-thae theſe 1600 years, GOD hath carried his Ship, and kept the Paſ- 
ſengers alive, when perſecuting Emperours, when bloody Babylon, when 
Hereticks, Kings the Horns of the Beaſt that rofe out of the Sea, Fire, 
Faggots, Sword, Torments have torn the Sails of Chrifts Ship, broken 
the Maſt, drowned the paſſengers, "yet we live. Joſeph is bleſſed, 


the Head of Foſeph. 
He was faſt aſleep. TE 5 POLY ugg 
This is the ſadeſt Circumſtance in their Suffering. What is Death 
and the drowning of them all, ſo they have Chriſt with them? But 
Oh! Chriſt to their ſenſe is as good as abſent ; 


zn Trouble how com- careth not for them; Chriſt walking and work- 
fortable. ing for a Soul in the ſadeſt Affliction of the 

1 World, is a bleſſed Viſitation. To be in Hea- 
ven, if Chriſt ſleep, and be not with you, is a Hell, and to be in Hell 
and want his Preſence, is two Hells : To be ſick, and the only Phy- 
ſician Chriſt will not come at me, is two Hells. Gods watching pre- 
ſence, firſt, bringeth the Courage of Faith: To be in the midſt of De- 
vils, the Believer having God with him, walketh without Fear; 
Even cold Death that King of Terrours Talking with him at his right 
Side, he hath a Paſs-port that will take him fate through the Grave, as 
theſe Places prove, Pal. 16. 8, 9, 10. Pal. 23. 4. Hal, 46. 2, 3. Mic. 
e | e . 


The Victory over Midian had more of Gods immediate Work, than of 


but when he is ſeparated from his Brethren, then Bleſhngs come upon 


The preſence of God for he is faſt aſleep; and as they complain, he 


' The Ne of Lordi, ab i Monrbly"Faſft. - 31 
7, 8. Sccondiy, God ig net preſent with His owH'AVFronble as the Pie- 
ture of a Friend, Who hath much Deve in his Heart while he ſtandsat 
your Bedſide, ſtiſſg ybu go to a great Hell through a little Hell of 
Sickneſs and: Pain, and cannot take off you one Grain weight ef Sor- 
rom and Paih. Büt God is in 4 far other manner preſent, Hal. 91. 
15. I Bill. be with him in Trouble, but this is not all, I will delider him, 
If, 43. % wben bor pg rbrong h the Waters, Twill be with thee,and 
through the Rivers, they hal 


Int overflow'thee, whenthou walkeſt through 
3 the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt; Nor is Chrift in Trouble like our ſum- 
mer - Friends, who in a great Prought dry uu. 
But may not God be with his own though they be both burnt and 
drowned? Then this is no Conſequent at all, Fear not that tbe Fire 
it Hall burn thee, or the Waters ſhall drown thee,” for Tam with thee: Yea 
it is moſt ftrong;this preſence of God with his'own in Trouble maketh 
God and then ſo one, by Gods uniofh of Love, (for Gods Love to us is infi- 


py nitely more aktive to ſave us, than either our Faith & Love to him) that 
- the Fire that burneth Jacob muſt alſo feiſe upon God, according to 


1 that, Zech. 2. 8. He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his 2 307 
„When Chriſt waketh and ſleepeth not in heavy Afffictions, his Love is 
2 foin Action, even while he ſtriketh, that the Rod falleth out of his 
Fand, that he firſt giveththem nct ſo hot a Fire, as Silver; and Se- 
h 7 condly, He acteth Love and Mercy on them in their ſadeſt time of 
ſuffering, and marrieth them at their loweſt Condition. Both which 


Ke 4 are excellently expreſſed, Iſa. 48. 10. Bebold, I have refmed thee, but 
2 


nor as Silver, I have choſen thee in the Furnace of Aſliction. Fourthly, 
Me may add another Benefite of the preſence of God in Afflictiofis, 
le that the very Breath of Chriſt is fiveet, though he ſhould not deliver 
for the preſent, yet the Smoke of Hell and the Pain of the Furnace is 
11 * ſo perfumed and over-gilded with the Breathings of the Love of Chriſt, 
V. that the pain of the Furnace is allayed; This is witneſſed by the 
e. Martyrs ſinging at the Stake ; If in theſe bloody Sufferings we want 
Gods preſence, how miſerable are we? And therefore thts is one of 


T3 the proper Marks of the Children of God, if we can miſs Gods com- 


5 


ht F fortable preſence in this fiery Tryal that is now in the three Kingdoms : 
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; So Lam. 1. 16. For theſe things T weep, mine Eye, mine Eye runneth down 
vit Vater, yea but theſe Sufferings are but the material Object of 
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1 1 Sermon.-Preacthed-to the Right Houwur able 
-weeping;there is atygherCaiiſe of weeping; than that, and ſet downim the 
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great Emphaſis 1 l 
Would fay;. any fee of Friends is nothing, ele ſat: 
And Heman, Pſal.-38. 6. Thou bait laid me in the loweſt Pit, in Darineſs, 
in the Lepths. 7. Thy Wrath lyeth 5A \ ws thou. Mlicteſt me with all 


_ awful that Chriſt their Deliverer ſleepeth. Thirdly, They agree in 


him, and ſet him on work to help and ſave them. It is excellent when 
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abe Comjotter that ſhould bring 
bac Soul is e Criſt eſteemead 
00 Pr .. - this the Salt of his Sufferings 4% God, wy | 
ft 121 1. God, why haſt x bon forſulen meg There a2 
Ie and therefore the, word is doubled; as if he 
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thy Waves ; But this is the heavieſt of all, 14. Lord why caſteſt thou | 
off my. Soul ? Why hideft thou thy Face from me? Poſitive Wrath is not 
1o heavy as the meer negative abſence of God. Aſary her want of tlie 
Man Chrift is ſad, but Me wants him under an higher Reduplication, | 
Jobn 20. 13. The Angels ſay unto ary Magdalene, Woman why weep- * 
eſt thou ? ſhe anſwereth with a Becauſe, rt, Becanſe they have taken a> 
-way my Lord; Sword and Peſtilence, yea the civil Sword are heavy + 
Plagues on a Land, but this is heavier, God hath left us, O terrible! / Wom 

the Lord is not with us. ov N Age Noor ol 
Part 3. Luke 8. 24. And rhey came to bim, and awoke him, ſaying, * 
F i i 
5 The third Part of the Text containeth the 
The Unity and Har- Courſe they take in their Trouble. It is good 
mony of Chriſts Diſci- that in their Trouble they agree in theſe 
ples in their Irouble. four. Firſt, That there is a great Danger, 
he even preſent Drowning. Secondly, They look | but U 
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ſpiritually on it in this, that the Face of Death is ſo much the more 


a love 
Judgment that Chriſt only can help them. Fourthly, They agree in this 4 
Practice, all joyn in Prayer to awake Chriſt, and by Faith to awake # 1 t e 
one Heart and one Mind is among ſt all the Paſſengers of Chriſts Ship,eſpe- © John 

cially in a troubleſome Sea- Storm. Gen. 13. Abraham and Lors Herd- how n 
men ſtrive But it is fo much the worſe that it is ſaid, Ver. 7. andibe * Love 
Canaauite and the Perezite dweirthen in the Land, they had common 15 live i 
Enemies, and therefore ſtribing was unſeaſonable; Holy Foſeph eds By 
(hen his Brethren was in great Diſtreſs, falling out was . s 
Fo able; 
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ne Houſe of Lords, arrbe Monthly En. 3 
able) therefore ſaith to them, Gen. 45. 24.8% © —_ 
bat ge fall not ont by ihe May: Alas! we are in Reaſons for Chris. 
great Trouble, and yet we fall out by the way; It ſtian uniiy. 
| was a {ad time with the Diſciples near to the time © 
when ebe Shepherd was ſmitten, and the; ſcattered Sheep, when Chrift. 
r : | faid, Ju 13. 35. By this ſball all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 
4 

1 


2 love one another. | 3 
Do but hear how Paul is moſt copious in Arguments for this in ones 
7 'S Verſ. Phil. 2. 1. If there be therefore any Conſolation in Chrift, if any 
„Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, 2. 

t 


'Þ Fulfill my joy, that ye may be like minded, OY. the ſame Love, being 
of one accord, and of one mind, Pſal. 133. 1. To be of one mind in 


u, Love, is the fulfilling of the joy of the Saints;Biting and Devouring is 
9 | a Hole, a Gap, a great Blank to the joy of the holy Ghoſt : Love 
z> I neighboureth with the ſweet Conſolations of Chriſt, it is the Birth, — 
ry Fruit, an Apple growing on the Spirit of Jeſus, . Gal. 5. 22, In the 


Womb and Bowels of Love lodgeth Bowels of tender Mercies ; Pardo- 
ned Sinners cannot fo hate pardoned Sinners as to jeer them out of the 
Hearts of the Saints, and ſend them to the Lake of Brimſtone, Pſal. 
1323. Behold hom good, and how pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell toge- 
the ber in wity! Many things are good as works of Divine Juſtice, and 
od deſtroy ing the Enemies of God, yet they are not pleaſant ;- and ma- 
eſe ny things are pleaſant that are not good, as the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
Seaſon muſt be pleaſant; but becauſe unlawful, they are not good; 


ok but Unity amongſt Brethren is both good and pleaſant - Now becauſe 


ore Striving and bitter Niviſions in this Land and Church are ſo ſad, and 


in a lovely and peaceable Union lo neceffary ; give me leave to preſs 


this 4 little; the Motion of a loving Union were deſireable. 
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Firſt, Becauſe our Father the Lord appeared to Elias not in the 
. 1 Thunder, but in the calm Voice. Love is not only from God, but rx 
be- John 4. 8. God is love, and that in all the four Cauſes of Love: See 
erd- how much of God is in any, as much of Love and Meekneſs is in them; 
libe % Love is the Breathings of Heaven, Love is the Air and Element we 
ae live in, in the higheſt new Jeruſalem, L Cor. 1. v.12, as Redeem- 
eph eds Breath ſmells of Love, and Love hath the Smell of another World; 
on- it is a Flower of Chriſts planting, the Bleſſings and Prayers of the 


able; 2 E good 


2 8 
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good Husband-man Chriſts Father came on the Flower, Hal. 133. 3. wy 
The Dew of God lieth all the night upon the Leaves of the Flower, dw 
it is alwiſe green. The Church is a Houſe that is builded up in Love, 5 
that raiſeth the Wall up to Heaven, Eph. 4. 16. * > WM Qi 

- Secondly, Chriſt our Redeemer, whole we are, being beught with a the 


Price, is a Maſs of Love, he hath a Heart very hoſpital to lodge al! Rai 
our Infirmities ; when he ſaw his People, as touching the Condition ſem 
of their Souls, like Sheep without a Shepherd, Nie abs b, Cal 
He was bowelled with compaſſion towards them : Iſai 40. When the Pro- Chr 
phet ſpeaketh of his Power and his ruling Arm, he alſo propheſieth of in 
his Meekneſs and Bowels of Compaſſion to weak ones; There be three Af 
Sorts of Perſons in the Church that he ſhall handle tenderly. 1. The wa) 


Simple but gracious, and for theſe, verſ. 11. He ſhall feed bis flock lite · Rep 
a ſhepherd ;, he hath the Heart of a Shepherd who tendereth and car- goo 
eth for the Flock, 2. There be young ones, Babes in Chriſt, and of Cre 
theſe it is ſaid, He ſhall gather the Lambs with his Arm, and carry Lar 
them in his Boſom, Two excellent ſweet Expreſſions, he ſhall not throw Hol 
his Club at the Lambs, nor be froward and cruel to them, but in lieu I 
ofa Club, He ſball gather them with his Arm, 3. And as for the young tra 
and weak that have not Legs, he ſhall carry theſe in his Boſom; the. dan 
Boſom of Chriſt is a Seat of Love and Tenderneſs of Bowels. 4. There force 
be ſome in the Church that want not their Infirmities and Sins, and tot 
have Legs, and a little Strength, yet the Tenderneſs of the Bowelss and 
of Compallion muſt yield them ſome Chriſtian Conde ſcenſion and Ac-. Ear 
commodat ion, and they muſt not be forced and driven roughly, Chriſts are 
Spirit is a Spirit of Accommodation, Sir, ['le make you in all 
deſpight of your Teeth, is not for theſe, and therefore it is ſaid. fay 
beeſball gently lead thoſe that are with. young, ſo Iſa. 42. 2. Jeſun- Sha 
Chriſt ſball not cry nor lift np, nor cauſe his voice to be beard rian 
in the Streets, Chriſt hath not the Art of Railing, Shout ing and ( w] 
Thundering againſt the Meek of the Flock, Yea Chriſt rideth and cide 
triumpheth in Meekneſs, Zech. 9. 9. His Horſe he rideth on, is Meek- at! 
neſs, Hal. 45. 4. It is ſpoken to him, Ride proſperously upon Truth and 4 
| Meekneſs, and fal. 147. 6. This Lord liſterh up the Meek, and Pal. ſpea 
76.9. He will ſave all the Meek of the Earth : Chriſts Heart is King det 
Solamons Chariot, the Pillars of it is, (Can. 3. 10, ) Silver, the Bottom Frie 


thereof Gold, the Covering of it of Purple, thedlidſt thereof being paved 
= with 


ſtrange Thoughts in o | | 
. B dants and Presbyteriat® (ſpare me, Neceſlity, not Love of Factions 
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( whichyet differ not eſſentially (I am ſure) but only in the poor Ae- 


The Houſe of Lords, at the Monthly Faſt. 35 
with Love, for the Daughters of Feruſalem. And Chriſt chooſeth to 
dwell in a Heart paved with Love and er bs 

Thirdly, The Spirit of the Lord is a Dove, the Spirit of Grace is a 

Gall-leſs and gentle Spirit, Grace, grace is the innocent thing of 
the World, there is no wild-fire of ſinful Wrath in Grace. Bitterneſs, 
Railing, Jeering, Perſecution with the Tongue, Out- crys againſt-Af> 
ſemblies, Presbyteries, are not the Tools of the Spirit of Grace; yea 
Calumnies, Salt-writings on either ſide are not from that Spirit of 
'$ Chriſt which hath a Hand to wipe Tears off the Faces of the Mourners 
in Zion; To all Railings, all bitter Mockings againſt Preſbyteries and 
Aſſemblies, we ſay, we are deſirous not to be driven off the Road- 
way to Heaven, but to go on, Through Honour and Diſbonour, by evil 
| Report and good Report, as Deceivers, and yet true. One Inch of æ 
good Conſcience is rather to be choſen,than a thouſand Yards of windy 
FT Credit. Meek Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles uſed" not ſuch a Stile of 
Language, nor is ſuch Grammar from Heaven, nor ſmelleth it of the 
Holy Ghoſts Pen. „ 143 e YET, 

Fourthly, If we be the Children of one Father, it might breed 
inds, when the Sons of one Father Indepen- 


Aa ET: 
. * 4 


forceth me to theſe Terms) ſhal ſing one Song up before the Throne, 


to him that liveth and reigneth for ever, that we cannot gather Heat 


and Warmneſs of Lebe in one Ark, and in one Church,. here in the 
Farth; Pens and Tongues ſalted and ſteeped in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
are not the Fruits of the Spirit. Shall we kill and devour one another 
all the day, and lodge together in one Heaven at Night? and can we 
ſay one to another in Heaven, Haſ? thou found ms, O mine Enemy? 
Shall there be any Factions, any Sides, either Religious, of Presbyte= : 
rian and Independent in Heaven, or National of Scotland and England 


=: cidents of North and South ) and yet on Earth we muſt be at Daggers, 

= at Rentings, Diviſions ; are there two Chriſts, becauſe two Nations? 

Fiftbhy, Truth is never victorious by Perſecution; now the Scripture - 

ſpeaketh ofa Perſecution with the Tongue, Jer. 18. 18. Come (ſay ther) 1 

let us (mite Jeremiah with the Tongue. Job thus complaineth of his 

Friends who never put violent hands in him, Chap. 19. v. 2. hy do ye 1 
2 : L >. fer 


18. 
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perſecut? me at Ood, and are not Ja god withmy Fleſþ? Then Tongue®= priſt, 
perſecution is an eating of the Fleſh, u. elves? 

Sixthly, The Goſpel which we 3 a Goſpel of Peace, we preach very Sn 
War between the Fleſh and the Spirit, and War between the Womans WK; nr e. 
Seed and the Serpent. But oh! {thould we preach War between the ers to 
Saints? We have choiſer golden Chains to ty us together, Eph. 4. 4. Love t! 
There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 9 houg 
your calling. 5. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. 6. One God and Sphere, 
Father of all. Have we need of Prelates and a high Commiſſion Court, Saints. 


© 


PF | 


9 
* 


and Purſevants ſent out to hunt us for praying together, that they Hexultct 
may reconcile us and unite us together, as we were all one within theſe jof the! 
few years? Itchen L. 


| | "I 

75h. The more Grace and Mercy we have from God our Father, and 
from our Lord Jeſus, the more Peace amongſt our ſelves, and the more 
Grace, the more Compaſſion toward the Weakneſs of Brethren. Chriſt 

is an uniting and a congregating Saviour, is Blood and his Spirit ſew- 
eth and needleth together the Hearts of the Lamb and the Leopard, of 
the Colf and of tbe young Lion, Iſa. 11... 
Sh. The Saints of the moſt High are ſtiled, , the Meek . Earth, 
Iſai. 11, 4. There be no meek Creatures on Mth but the Regenerate. 

Bulls and Lions fight together, Lions and Wolves purſue Lambs. But 
we have not heard of War between Lambs and Lambs; # by ſhould we 
firive, for we are Brethren? How unſeemly that one redeemed one 
ſhould hate, perſecute and chaſe another redeemed one, even unto the 

Gates of Hea en. | 55 
91%. Are we not Debtors ons to another? And the Sum we owe is 
Love. O what a Spirit of Accommodation was in that choſen Veſſel 
Fan!! who ſaid, 1 Or. 9. 22. I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means ſave ſome. This is Pauls Charge, Gal. 6. 1, 2, Wha. 
will have Love to put in joint an overtaken Sinner, in theSpirit of Meeks. 
neſs, and ſo it is, Love doth not only bear it ſelf, but alfo the Bur- 
dens of our Brethren, and fo fulfilleth the Law of Chriſt; Loveplant- 
ed by Chriſt is the Law of Chriſt, and why do we by Ruptures and 
Diviſions labour to fruſtrate the End of Chriſts Prayer, which is, Joby 9 
17.2. Ipray ( faith Chriſt) bat they may all be one, as thou Father 

ert in ne, and I in ibee? It we be one in uno tertio, in the ns + 
| W 11ſt 


„„ ĩ 1 TATA En 
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ve 


* 15% And kill Souls, and ſubverrwwhole Honſes, and make their 


A * * 
* * 
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dhe Houſe of Tord, at the Monthly Ff. 35 


Ebriſt, and of Chriſts Father, #hy but we ſhould be one amongſt our _ 
W<lves? Yea Love is burnt in tender Feeling and Compaſſion wih the 


Nrery Smoke of a Brothers Houſe that is on fire, 1 Cor. 13. 15. Love 


not eaſily provoked ; it is a pardoning Grace, and hath ſtrong ſhouk- | 
ers to bear the Madneſs:and Infirmrities of a fellow Heir of Heaven. 
Love thinketh not evil, Love muſt abound. in [ ove and Charitable 
Thoughts towards others, as every Element aboundeth in its own 
Sphere, it thinketh not that the Saints doth hunt for a Dominion over 
Faints. 5 Love rejo yceth not in. Iniquity. Curſed be that Love that 
ſerulteth when 1 prevail, and rejoycetk not when the Cauſe 


jof the Lord and his People are victorions. Love rejoyceth in the Truth, 


chen Love is wounded and ſick when Hereſies and Sects prevail; and 
Wgheth to ſee Altars multiplied, and that many falſe Chriſts and falſe 
Teachers ariſe. We cannot deny but God hath put his Seal to the Mi- 
Miſtry of the Servants of Chriſt that went from this to New - England, 
and in the Wiſdom of God they ſaw and do ſee, that Liberty of Con- 
ſeience is no Remedy, but Phyſick worſe than the Diſeaſe; againſt 
fa lſe Religions; it is now off my way to diſpute. But I know cer- 
Rainly a negative Arg ut from the Practice of Chrift and the Apo» 
4 les, Eecaule ther furred not up Heathen: Magiſtrates and. Wolves, 
Wot Fathers, to pimnich falſe Teachers, is not good Divinity to infer 
Liberty of Conſcience; for in their practice they ſtirred not up the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate againſt Extortions and Rapines in Publicanes, 
Nor againſt the perfecuting and killing of the ORD of Glory, nor a- 
Fainſt Sedition, Incefts, Tyranny over the Apoſtles and Chriſtians, 
Pribing and Unjuſtice uſed againk Paul by Felix and others who were 


Ehriſt and his Apoſtles giveth to the Magiſtrate the Sword againſt evil 
2Þoers, Rom. 13. 4. But Teachers of falſe Dodvige though in the mats 
err of Ceremonies, are evil Doers, Phil. 2, 2. Aud they pervert Souls 
Followers | rwofold more the Chillon of Hell, than they themſelves, Mar, 
. 15. Nor did we ever dream that the Bloody Sword was a on 


9 
1 
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ne velle ultra. freſbing Fountain, but thou baſt beguiled me and my 


Hape; 


bf Converſion of Souls, the Goſpel is fo the only power of God to Sal- Hope; 
vation, but that hindereth not, but the Magiſtrate is to reſtrain by a in, Ch 
cCoercive Power the man that teacheth that 1% Chri# 7+ not true God deud 4 
conſubſtantial withtbe Father, becauſe theSword ought to curbe the ſpread- Veſſel 

ing of falſe Doctrine, it follo eth not, that it is a Mean of propagat- From b 

ing true Doctrine. But of this more poilibly in another place. Nor his ot! 

do! intend the bloody Sword ſhould be drawn againſt every different ſe tho 
Opinion holden by the truly Godly, though in the Government of the Fir 
Church all ſee not with the ſame Lighkt. bad Hi 
Luke 8. 24. Maſter, maſter, we periſh. | | and w 

Mart 3. 38. Maſter, careſt thou not that we periſh> £441 ly, if 

| I: is too ordinary for us, becauſe of the greatneſs of the | Stroke, and 16 ¼ and it 
5 ol = preſent deliverance to put unkindyeſs upon Gold t 

Dodct. Ve put wnkindneſs Chriſt, as here they complain that Chriſt is ſhould 

on Chriſt, becauſe we are careleſs of them, becauſe he ſleepeth and ter up 

not preſently delivered, & they periſh; few of the Saints have ever ey 

the reaſons thereof. been in Extremity of heavy Afflictions, but | ded to 

SPI they have uttered hard Thoughts of Chriſt, | than ot 

P/al. 77. As the Prophet in the name of the Church, when he was trou- || care fc 

bled, and his Sore ran in the night, verſ. 7. ſaith, Vill the Lord caf off | ſleep, 
8 er ever, will be be fa vourable no more? 8. Is his his S lu 
N WAL mercy clean gone ? 1s his Mord or Oracle rotten? 9, Pect to 

55, tg Hath he forgotten to be gracibne, bath he in anger | Seco 

5 ſout up bis tender mercies ? It is a ſtrange Word, Verſ. 7. Vill be be Cauſeth 
Se, favourable no more > Will he never put forth in Action one Act of Good- I kat ions. 
willagain? For the word z) is , it were a prodigious thing What 

as the Prophet calleth it, his Lxrmity, Verſ. 10. That all acts of Re- he had 
conciliation towards the Elect ſhould dry up. © Jeremiah when he cry- be cruci 
ed out in his great trouble, Chap. 15.verſ.To. || and wo 

ny r Dl N. Mo is me my mother, that thou haſt born me the Wa 

; . a man of ſtrife, and a man of contention to had bot 

rhe whole earth; complaineth Verſ. 18. Wt thou be altogether to me as || carry h 

a Liar ? As Waters that are unfaithful > that is, I hoped thou ſhouldft || through 

| have belped me, as the thirſty Traveller truſtoth in a ¶ and be | 

Et non addet be- dry Pit, ſeeing it afar off, and believing it to be a re- _ theſ 

other C. 


% PI. 


F) Hoſe of Lordi, ar the Monthly Fal. 
Hope; To this you may add the curſing of the Day that he was born 
forgotten as @ 


in, Chap. 20. David, Pſal. 31. When, Verſ. 12. He was 
dead Man, and laid aſide by all the World, as an uſeleſs and a broken 


Veſſel, complaineth, Verſ. 22. For I ſaid in mine baſte I am cut off 


from before thine eyes ; and we know the Sufferings of Job, who beſide 
his other Agues uttereth theſe Words, Chap. 13. v. 14. Wherefore hid- 


ſt thou thy face, and holdeſt me for thine Enemy? The Reaſons are: 


Firſt, Extreme 4 Mictions, as Phyſick, ſtir up both the good and the 


bad Humours, they makelegible both the good and the ill in the Man, 
and which of them is the Predominant ; when theFire boileth extreme-' 
ly, if there be a Scum in the Liquor, it is that which is firſt ſeen, yea 
and it is not only the Vertue and Strength of the Fire, but alſo of the 
Gold that the Droſs goeth to its own place, if it were all Gold there 
ſhould be no Separation at all ; The Diſciples here put a falſe Charac- 


ter upon Chriſt, that he hath neither Love to them, nor care of tem, 


they double the word, Maſter, maſter, and that is a Check, being ad- 
ded to the other, careſt thou not for us? it ſaith, 1. That he is worſe 
than other Maſters; better ſerve any Maſter than Chriſt, a Maſter will 
care for his Servants, ſo he can help them, no-earthly Maſter wilt 
ſleep, when he knoweth his Servants are drowning. 2. They obje& 
his Sluggiſhneſs, Careſt thou not for us? He bath neither Love nor Reſ- 
pect tous, though we bave forſaken all and followed bim. Þ © 
. Secondly, Apprebenſion putteth a baſtard Glowm upon Chriſt, and” 
cauſeth us to take a falſe Meaſure of Chriſt ; Fancy hath ſtrong Ope- 
rations, eſpecially when it cometh in the Room and Place of Faith. 
What could they imagine now, but that the Sea will drown Chriſt; 
he had ſa id to them, he muſt be delivered in the Hands of Sinners, and 


be crucified, or then, he could walk upon the Sea, and eſcape Death, 7 


and would let them go to the Mercy of the raging Seas, and periſh in 


the Waters? now this was a bely ing of the Promiſes of God; Chriſt 
had both decreed and ſaid that they behoved to be his Witneſſes, and to 


carry his Name to the Gentiles, and carry the Chariot of the Goſpel 
through all the World, and be delivered up to Synagogues and Councils, 
end be beaten and ſcourged, and hated of all men for bis names ſake.Now: 
all theſe are Dreams, they muſt be drowned in the Waters, through no 


ether Cauſe but the Negligence and cold Affection thatstheir Maſter 
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why a Beaſt? he had ſaid in his Heart, v. 11+ How dorh God know ? that 


40 A Sermon Preached to the Right Honourable 
Chriſt beareth to them, though they had preferred Him and his Servics 
to all the World. We are Beaſts under great Temptations, and Phan- 
taſie is all the Wit that leadeth Beaſts, fo the Prophet ſaith of himſelf, 
al, 72. 22. So fooliſh was Tand ignorant, I was a Beait before thee ; & 


was a ſtrong Dream: He that teacheth Man Knowledge, ſhall he not 
know? Pſ. 94. 10. and v. 13. Verily I have cleauſed my heart in Vain, 
p is an empty thing, and our word Smoke or Reek ſeemeth to come 
from it, then ſaid the Prophets Imagination, it is as empty a Thing 
as Smoke to ſerve GOD. _ - 15115 

Thirdly, Senſe 1s ſtrong as F 
over- board, and therefore they complain oi a changed and ſleepin 


12. 27. Son of Man bebold they of the Houſe of Iſrael ſay, The vſſion that 
be ſeeth is for many days to come, & he propheſietty of times that are afar off. 
But when Death is at thy right Side and ſitteth upon the Ball of thy 
Cheek, and acteth and worketh onus. When the Sword is two hun- 
dred Miles from us, we take no care of it; but if the Enemy were 
coming in at the Ports of the City, and we ſaw them burning Houſes, 


and Children; we ſhould then be on the other Extremity, and cry, 
Chriſt is changed, and cares not for us; keep good and heavenly 
Thoughts of Chriſt in the ſadeſt Times, P/al. 22. 2. O my God, I cry 
by day and thou beareſt not, in the nigbi ſeaſon I am not ſilent; What 
then? Doth he fall a chiding with God? doth he fay, Ob, God ic cban- 
ged, be careth not for us? no : yea the contrary he ſaith, Verſ. 3. Bur 
thou art holy, O thou that inbabiteſt the praiſes of Iſrael. 4, Our Fa- 


will believe, as Fob 13. 15. Though the Lord ſhould Gill me, F will 
truſt in him; Faith liveth and breatheth in the Grave, in the Throat of 
Hell. How ſweet is it to hear, There is the Grave of 2 buried 


theſe be the Aſhes of a dead Man, that went into the Grave 


Believer, 


and 


bers truſted in thee and were delivered; Say in the mouth of Hell, 1 


ancy, Drowning and Death was come 


Chriſt; now old and gray-haired Judgments move us not, as = f 
drowning of the o Vorld, the Deſtruction of Sodom with Fire and | 
Brimſtone, theſe are gone many hundred years, therefore they affe& | 
us not, and the Day of Judgment is far oft, and where is the Promiſe. 
of his coming? ſay the Scotters, 2 Pet. 3. And ſo did the People, Ezek. if 


and killing Husbands and Children, and heard the crying of Women 


Tong 


in Faith | 


vid uſed this Weapon of Prayer againſt his own Son Ab- 


0 


The Honſe of Lords, "at the Monthly Fat. 11 
and Hope as Chriſt did, Pſal. 16. 10. Beware of falſe Imaginations of 


God in time of Trouble. Fancy can ſpin out and forge a God weak 


of Memory, who hath forgotten his Promiſes, Iſa. 49. 14, 15. We 
caſt behind us the Promiſes in the day of Trouble; yea which is fear- 
ſul, often when we conceive we are praying, we are but chiding 
with God, & not far from Blaſpheming ; Grace in the day of Trouble 
layeth ſilence on the Thoughts, we have need of an high Prieſt to waſh 


our Sacrifices, and when we have prayed, there is ſo much Sin in our 


Prayers, that Chriſt muſt pray them over again, as it were, for he 


1 maketh Prayers and Requeſts for us, Heb. 8. 25. 


They awoke him ſaying, Maſter, maſter. h . 

Prayer awaketh a ſeeming ſleeping God, and puts him to it, we 
cannot take a better courſe in Trouble than to run to Chriſt by Pray- 
er, Hal. 130. 1. Out of the deeps have I cryed unto thee, Pſal. 18. 6. In 
my Diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, that is a ſweet ſtory, 


K Pal 34. 6. This poor man cryed unto the Lord, and the Prayer is im- 


Lord heard and ſaved him out of all his Troubles. Da- partial. 
ſalom, Pſal. 3. Faith is not partial, Prayer is not ſelfie, David pray- 
ed and propheſied his Sons Deſtruction. 7. Ariſe O Lord, ſave me, and 

he anſwers himſelf, Thou baſt broken the Testh of the ungodly : A pray- 
ing Army muſt be a victorious Army. It this Storm had not riſen 
they ſhould not have prayed ; Alas! we put Chriſt often inthe Rear, 


or we keep Chriſt to a Reſerve or a Recruit ? when we have tryed 


Phyſicians for twelve years, and ſpent all, then we come to Chriſt, 
when we can do no better. There is much Deceit in Bed-prayers, for 
the principium motus, the firſt Spring is extrinſecal, it comes from the 
Rod on us; it is true, natural Conſciences deaded and benummed 
with rubbing do gather warm Blood, and are ſtirred up to Devotion 
and Faſting, and praying in the Spirit, and the 2 
Spirit of Prayer may be wakned by Judgment, Fudgments of them- 
but Judgment is not the Cauſe of praying in the ſelves are the Occa- 
Godly, but the Occaſion. He that raiſeth up a ion, rather than the 
ſleeping Man isnot the Cauſe of his Motion and Cauſe of Praying. 
Walking, the Cauſe was in him, when he was faſt | 
aſleep, his Life and the e ee is the Cauſe of — 
An 


* 
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and this is not put in the. ſleeping Man by him who raiſeth him where 
the  Hypocrite and ungodly Man faſteth and prayeth, the Hand of 
an angry God is both Occaſion and Cauſe of his praying; we would 


7 


try what moveth us to Faſting and Praying. - | 

Firſt, Whether Sin or Afflictions, this is a good Sign, if we can 
pray with a great Intention of Spirit to be deli- 
Some Signs that vered from the Dominion of Sin, as for the Par- 
Sins, not Aſliction- don of the Guilt; We may be afraid that God 


put us 10 Faſting hear us when we pray for Deliverance from the 


Dominion of Idol: ſius, Experience teachetkthis.. 
= But we are never afraid to be heard, but afraid 
with the fear of Unbelief, for the moſt part, that we be not heard, 
when we pray for Pardon and Deliverance from the Guilt of Sin; the 
Reaſon is, Men may hate the Guilt of Sin, and yet love the Sin. 
Secondly, If Affliction put us to a : Humiliation for Sin, as Sin and 
the Depth ot Grief for Sin putteth us to condemn our ſelves without 
Flattery and Lying, the contrary of which is, when in Trouble we 
give God good words, and have within us lying Hearts, and think 
not ſo, as the People, Pſal. 78. 34. Who ſought God when he ſlew them. 


and Praying. 


Verſ. 36. Neverthele(s they did flatter him with tbeir mouth, and they led 


ro him with their Tongues. 37. For their Heart was not right within 
them: Men do then flatter themſelves, when they flatter God. 


Thirdly, Whenwe are more anxious in our Faſting for Zion, and the 


zaking of the Ark of God, than for our ſelves, our Laws, Goods, Houſes, 


Lives and Liberties; when Dævid made the 25 Pſalm, the Troubles of 


his Heart were inlarged, but this was one of his great Suits when he 


had Cauſe to mind himſelf, 22, Redeem Iſrael C God out of all bis 


Troubles. | | 


4, When the circumciſed Heart is humbled, and the People ſhall 
not faint and expire through want of Faith, by which the Juſt liveth. 


2. When they ſhall not fo murmur and wreſtle againſt the Rod as a 
wild Bull taken and lying in a Net, which having loſt Strength and 


Feet, and being overcome, yet kicketh againſt the Hunter. 3. When 
they {hall not be ſurfeited with Affliction, ſo as to lothe and deſpiſe 


the Rod, as the tender Stomack loatheth Phyſick, becauſe they are 
full and ſurfeited with the Fury of the Lord, Theſe three are 2 
ently 
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lently expreſſed, Iſzs. 5 1. 20. Thy Sons have fainted, they ly at the head 
of all the Streets ( tor in'the Meetings of Ways the wild Bull is catch- 
ed in the net) as a wild Bull in a Net; they are full of the Fury of the 
Lord, and the Rebuke of thy God: It is a bad Token to Faint. 2. To 
Wreſtle. 3. To be ſo drunk with Gods Judgments and Rebukes, as 
againſt Reaſon, tc cry out againſt God and his Prophets in Trouble, as 


under the Prelates, and their Brick and Clay and Toyling,' under Cere mo- 
niet, Official Conrts, Tyranny of Conſcience, and now we are waſted and 
7770 d and killed; And 4. When the People ſhall as it were, with 
01 Good-will (for ſothe word, Lev. 26. 41. 1 ſigunifi- 
eth) accept of the puniſhment of their Iniquitie, a kindly and willing 
Satisfaction of Heart in the Rod of God, in ſo far as it calmeth and 
pacifieth ( ina mamer) Evangelick Juſtice, ſo that the Lord is eaſ- 
ed and comforted toward his People, when he hath puniſhed them, and 
EP Are eaſed and comforted in the Declaration of the Glory of his 
Juſtice, and with good Will do juſtifie God in his afflicting them, as 
Lam. 3. 41, 4 2. Alic. 7. 9. Iſa, 39. 8. This willing accepting of the 


Rod (Ilay) is a ſpeaking Sign that the Rod of God is ſanctified.— 


Mark 4. 39. Then be aroſe, and as Matth. 8. 26. He ſaith tothem, | 
Why are je ſo fearful, O ye of little faith? Matthew keepeth the moſt 
natural Order; for Chriſt firſt rebuked the Diſciples Unbelief, before 
he rebuked the. Sea and the Winds, we have Reaſon ſo to conceive of 
Chriſts Method, for he requireth Faith before he work Miracles, at 
leaſt often he doth fo, though he confirm and ſtrengthen that Faith by 
Miracles. It is fit that Chriſt rebuke us ere he de li- 
ver us from Drowning. He firſt rebuketh the Noble How tbe Rod of 
Man and all his Nation for Unbelief, and then heal- God muſt work us. 
eth his Son, Fohn 4. 48, 49, 50. He firſt chideth 20 Humiliation, . 
Aartha out of her Unbelief, and then raiſeth her ere we be delive- 
Brother Lazarus from Death, Fobn 11. 40,4.3,44. and read. 
Matth. 17. 17. He rebuketh the Father ofthe luna- 


tick Child, and the Faithleſneſs of the perverſs Generation, before he 


caſt out the Devil; it is fit we be both convinced and humbled before 
he turn away his angry Hand. * The Croſs is a Myſtery to us, 
4 2 and 


| theſe who.are drinken and affiiied but not with Wine, Verl. 21. But” 
| with the Rod and Rebukes ; and cry, It was better with us in Egypt, 


Py 
1 + 1 
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and a dumb Teacher, we underſtand not the Language and the Gram- 
mar of the Rod, the Man of Wiſdom knows it, Mic. 6. 9. Vengeance 
is written on the Wall before Belſbaxzar; but it is in unknown Lan- 
guage, he doth not underſtand it. 2dly, Green and raw Deliveran- | 
\} ces are Plagues of God, not Mercies; the Plague is nine times remo- mai 
ved, but Pharaobs Heart is neither ſoftned nor humbled, the Scum a- Tri 
bideth in the bloody City, as theLord complaineth, Ezek. 24. 6. There- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord God, Woe to the bloody City, to the pot whoſe | Po\ 

| Scum is therein, and whoſe Scum is not gone out; The Prophet in Cheal- þ$ 
dea heard that Jeruſalem had been boiled with the Sword of the Lord, dre 
but the Scum of their Idolatry and Blood remained in them, whilſt | 
the Wicked of theſe Kingdoms, Malignants, bloody Iriſb, rotten heart- 
ed Men, ſuch Backſliders and perjured Apoſtates, as are in Scotland, 
delivered to Satan and Excommunicated, while theſe taſte of the Gall 
aud Wormwood of the wrath of God in this War, the Hand of God 
cannot be removed, and therefore that muſt be taken notice of, Fer, | 


6. 29. The Bellows are burnt, the Lead is conſumed of the Fire, the Fun- N 
der melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away; O that our MM 1 
Lord would boil out on the Fire the Scum of both Kingdoms. The moe 
Whoredoms of Popiſb Egypt, and the Ceremonies, the Inventions of | why 
Men are not mourned for by the Paſtours of the Lord, fure'I am, not lead 
by moſt of the Miniſters in Scotland: what can we ſay for our Confi- | may 
dence in our Armies, our Multitude, Parliaments, Navies, our Ex- con 
tortion, Oppreſſion, Unjuſtice, Hollow-heartedneſs in the Cauſe of | I 
God, our Lying, Cozening, Budding and Bribing, our breach of our not 
Covenant, denying of Juſtice to the Oppreſled, to the Widow, Stran- ben 
gers and Orphans, to the Poor and Needy, the abominable and daring it re 
Opinions of God, his Son Chriſt, his Church, his Sacraments and free out 
Grace and Sanctification and Holineſs in this Land ?* Thirdly, Tudg- Thi 
inents on a Land or a Perſon are the Cup of the Lords Fury; Now of- Pot. 
ten it is the Grounds and Thick of the Cup, which is the Subſtance his 

and Vertue of the Cup, and muſt work the Cure. And poſſibly to fip MW ove: 
at the Brim will not do it, it is a Judgment that ſome get not leave Sin 
to heat inthe Furnace, but are dipped in in the Flood, and are never and 


atLeaſure to commune With their own Heart, nor hath the Lord time | 
| to allure them in the Wilderneſs, Hoſ. 2. 14. AS Ephraim was in the O- 
den 


FREED 
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ven as a Cake unturned, poor Germany hath not been ſlenderly dipped | 


in, and preſently out again, they have now been in the Floods, and 
under the Water theſe Twenty Six Years, theſe Kingdoms are yet 
Green, not Ripened, for the Mercy of Deliverance, our Scum re- 
maineth in us; Diviſions amongſt us ſay, it is not yet Time for our 
Triumph, The Fields are not white already to Harveſt; when all Godli- 
neſs is to diſpute out new Ways to Heaven, and not ſeek after the 


Power of Godlineſs; it is good we fee the far end of the Judgment, 
and that we be Heart-humbled and Tamed, and made Weaned Chil- 


dren, that we put our Mouth in the Duſt, and ſit alone on the Ground, and 
keep Silence, and be 


filled with Reproach, and bear the Yoke, Lam. 3. 2 8, 29, 30. 
and reſolve to bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe we bave Sinned, 
Micah 7, 9. and it is good we be Threſhed, while we be fo broken 
as we may remember, and be confounded, and never open our Mouth any 
more, becanſe of our Shame, when the Lord is pacified toward ws, for all that 
we have done, Ezek. 16. 63. 90 


Mark 4. 40+ Why are you ſo fearful? Luke 8. 25. Where is your Faith ? 


The Ground of their Doubting and Unbelief is exceſſive and im- 
moderate Fear, not ſimply Fear, therefore Mark faith, +} di ics fro, 


why are you ſo fearful ? he ſaith not, why fear you ? hence the Text will 


lead us to enquire in the bad Properties of this Fear; which that we 


may do, a little of the Affections itf general; 2. Of this bad Fear 


condemned by our Lord in theſe following Propoſitions, 


1. Propoſition, Grace removeth not Affections; Chrifcondemneth 
not their Fear, but only their Fearfulneſs Fro fo hig 
bended. Grace maketh.not Men Stoicks, nor doth Grace doth not 
it root out Nature: Nature of it ſelf, as it cometh extirpate but re- 


out of the Work-houſe of the Creator, is an innocent gulate Fear and 


Thing. Whatever Decrees the high Former, and otber Affedi- 
Potter have. concerning all Things, in the Exerciſe of ons, 5 
his Abſoluce, but moſt Pure and Holy Sovereignty 

over lame Veſſels, yet all that he made is good ; he is the Autho 


and Harmleſs Beeing of Natural AﬀeRions: A Cbirurgeon taketh not 
away Life and Senſe, but only Rottenneſs and Corrupt Humors, that. 
are Enemies to Life and Senſe, Grace embroldereth Sinleſs Nat 


dur 


| r of no 
Sinfulneſs in the Creature. But he doth not extirpate tke Nature, 


ure, 
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bat doth. not turn it out ac Doors: Give your. Luſt to Chrift - whe | 
maketh all Things New; and he ſhall reſtore it again to you in re- 
newed Love: Put your Fainting in his Hand, and hei make it Holy 
Fear: Chriſts Furnace melteth but out the Refuſe and Droſs of our be 4. 
Affections. What Fire was in Peter a Fiſher is but made Holy Zeal in and t 
Peter the Apoſtle ; no Man is the worſe that he come through the new thoup 


Phyſicians Hands; he maketh Brafs Gold: I ſhould wiſh no better; ter, © 
but chat Chrift would barter an old Heart with a new; for Cöriſt hath ter, 1 
Skill to over- gold Nature with Grace: Grace turned not Feb in a 3. 
Lump of Iron, that he could not Weep or Sorrow); for it was not As, fo 


deſtruRive of Grace. which he ſaith, Je 16. 16. My Face 1 foul with | Dro« 
Weeping : The Man Cbrift, that choſen Flower, and the rareſt Pearl of wake 
Sinleſs Nature, both Weeped, John 11, 35. Luke 19, 42. and was Fear- and 


ed, Luke 22, 44. Heb: 5.7. as. < | Affe. 
2. Propoſition. Grace but removeth | the Scum, and Exorbitances of fore. 
our Affections: As firſt, Grace is a regular Thing, and moveth as the A} comi 
Stars do, in a Motion, contrary to the Motion of the whole World; 1 Luſt 
it moveth not as Nature doth, to ſeek its own Beeing and Life, but Ban 
with Subordination to God. Be angry, but Sin not, holdeth in all; Rar, The 
but Sin not; Love the Creature, but Sin not; Truſt Holy Men, but Sim | lates 
not; Sorrow at Calamities, but Sin not. Grace is a Rraight Line that Faiti 
meaſureth both it ſelf, and all crooked Lines. And therefore the Grace Luke 


of God, the Gefpel is a Teaching Guide, Tit. 2. 11, 12. The Grace of God: | Sire 
teach av to deny Ungaro . an ns 1 MM | 
Secondly, Grace is an excellent Skreen between the Soul and the burn-: It fo h 
ing Heat of Affections, it is a ſtrong Bank to keep off over-ſwelling App 
Tides of Luſts in the Soul; when Affections ſtart up without Leave of Ug 
the Grace of God, then a Man according to Gods Heart David will an! 
but utterly deftroy Nabal and all he hath: The Diſciples, becauſe they WM caft 
cannot have a Nights Lodging, will do no leſs than burn Cities and it fe 
Towns, and have Samaris deſttoyed as Sodom, as if Chriſt were come our 
in the World to raiſe Fire and Sword againſt Men, Women, and Suck- Ene 
ing Infants, but when Affections look toward the Creatures, the Grace m 
of God ſets them on to move on leaſurely and upon ſlow Wheels, and 
loppeth off from our Affections all the Wanton and Luxuriant Branches, 
that is a ſweet Fruit, of the Grace of GOD, 1 Cor, 7.29, But yy 
ay, 


ly ſay, Brethren, the Time is ſhort, it remainethᷣ that both.they-that. have Wives, 
ur Je a« though thiy had none. And they that Weep, as though they Wept not, 
in and they that Rejoice, as though they Rejoiced not, and they that Buy, as 
* | thowpb they Poſſeſſed not; and Mortification laugheth at Mirth and Laugh» 
>r; ter, as Selemon in his Repenting Days doth, Eccleſ. 2. 2. I ſaid of Langh- 
th ter, it is mad, it is mad, and of Mirth, what doth it. * cam 
a 3. Proprſition. There be divers Diſeaſes in the Fear of the Diſciples ; 
ot As frft,-theirFear is more than enough, they ſpeak as if the Sea could 
rh I Drown Ebrift and them both, ere the Man Cbriſt a- 5 
of wake. Hence their Precipitation, Maſler, Maſler, The Faults of the 
rand their Complaint, Care? ibou not for ws? Our Diſciples Fear. 

EZ Aﬀ:&ions' in great Dangers run with the Head Ys af 
of MF foremoſt, not only before the Light of, Faith, but before that Reaſon 
ne command them to riſe; according to. the Meaſure of Unmortified 
1; Luſts, ſo is the Swelling of our AﬀeRions; Grace. keeping them within 
ut Banks elſe they are as ſome great Seas that have great Tides. Secondly, 
r, There is much Unbeliet- in this Fear; and therefore, as Matthew re- 
in | lates the Story, Chriſt {aid to them, Why are ye Fearful, O ye of lintle 

3 Faith > And as Mark faith, IV. 40. Hew is it that you have no Feith? And 
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Luke” Caith, Where" is your Faith? That is, they had little or no great 


ing; Hence, as Chriſt denyeth not ſimply, that they had no Faith. 
fo he condemneth their Unbelief; Unbelief,doth-not a little dull our 
Apprehenſion, fo that Death and Afflictions look on us with a more 
{ Ugly and Awſome Countenance, the more of the Sun be covered in 
an Eclipſe, the greater is the Darkneſs: Unbelief is a dark black Web 
caft over our Eyes, that we ſee not what Omnipotency can do, and how 


our Corrupt Affections ariſing in their Strength are great 
Enemies to Righteous Judging. Hence thirdly, This Fear doth 


Danger on Chtiſts Sleeping, and his Forgetfulneſs and Careleſneſs of 
them, as their Complaint lheweth : Careſt rhoz not for un we periſh, and 
thou ſleepeſt: in this, if in any thing, it is true, Happy is be who knoweth/ 
be Cauſes of Things; we are often ſmitten of God in the Dark, To ap- 
Ny theſe to our ſelves. It is much to know the Caules of this preſent 


War 


[2 Strength of Faith with this Fear, it being mixed with much Doubts 


it ſecondeth the Faithfulneſs of God, to make good his own Promiſes, 


make them to Misfather their Affliction, OY the Blame of their 


\ 
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War in the Two Kingdoms, ſome ſay it is becauſe Liberty is not given | 
to every Man to live in what Religion he pleaſet h, but this is a Sin 
that every Man do, What ſeemeth good in bis own Eyes, becauſe there is not | 
LO, 4 Fudge to put any to Shamr, Tude, 18. Chap. 19, 1, 2. | 

| It were good to the contrary then cannot be the Cauſe of the fo | 
enquire the Cauſes of great Judgment, Others ſay, Rebellion againſt the 
the Judgment. King is the Eauſe; but rather the not timeous Ri/ing | 
EX b to Help the Lord, and his oppreſſed People, 24 I 
the Mighty, is the Cauſe, The Defection of both Kingdoms to Altar | 
Worſhip, Imagery Idolatry, Popiſh and Armiuian Doctrine, the At- 
ticles of Perth Aſſembly followed and practiſed in our own Kingdom 
without Repentance, the Ignorance of God, People periſhing' for 
want of Knowledge, both under Prelacy, and now the not Building | 
of the Houſe of God in this Land, the Backfliding of many after 
the Covenant of God is ſworn, are the true Cauſes, & it is to be feared, 
that if Pre/byterial Government be e rected in this Land(as we hope it bal y 
if this be not taken heed to, it ſhal continue a Judgment on the Land, & 
it is this, many both Preachers and Profeſſors ſhall Conform to the 
Government (as they would do to either the Prelatica), or Congre- 
gational Way, as many Time Servers do) and ſhall hate and perſecute 
the Power of Godlineſs under the Pretence of Secbaries, Brownifts, Se- 
paratiſts, Independents, and the like, and retaining an Antichriftian and 
rotten Heart, ſhall do what in them lies, under that Colour, to vex, 
oppreſs and baniſh many Godly Men out of the Land, But this is to 
be conſidered, if it were not needful there were a Faſt through both 
Kingdoms to deal with God to find out the true Cauſes of our Faſting, 
and theſe heavy Judgments in which in the Three Kingdoms many 
Hundred Thouſands are killed. I doubt if under any Prince or Em- 
peror there be a Hiſtory can parallel the Blood-ſhed within theſe few | 
Years; Job when God viſited him deſired to know wherefore Gt 
contended with bim: It is a ſad thing to ly drowned under unknown and 
Fatherleſs Plagues, we being 1 of the Cauſes of Gods Judg- | 
ment; fo we ſuffer blind Eroiles like the Ox that bears the Loke, and 
knoweth nothing of the Art of Husbandry, or the Horſe killed in the 
Batte), and yet is ignorant of State - Affairs, and of the Cauſes of War, 
I and 


0 | 
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T and of Diforders in Laws, Liberties, Religion in State and Church? 
1 Ewe are like one ſmitten in the dark Night by a Spirit ora Ghoſt, but h& 
n ſeeth not who ſtriketh. Oh it were good we would enquire, as the 
WP cophet doth, T/ai. 42. 24. Mbo gave Jacob for à Spoil, and Iſrael io Rob” 
oe,y ? And wherefore is all this come on us? Why doth the Lord contend with 
g: O make us know our Iniquities. | : 
| - Uſe, 2. Otten the Rod maketh a lying Report of God, and æc- 
#cuſech Chriſt in our Dsſertions. O! Chriſt is unkind, he is Chang- 
fi ed, he hath forſaken me; we can ſooner ſpy a Fault in Chriſt un- 
der Deſertion than in our ſelves, and we often Reaſon from chat 
which is no Cauſe for the Cauſe, Chriſt ſeemeth changed to us, 
and Unmerciful and Sleepy and Careleſs, Firft, when the Judg- 
ment is extreme, and we apprehend it as a Fruit 
of the Anger and Vengeance of God. Apprehen- The Cauſes of 
fion gives Life to Afflictions, and caſteth in many miſapprebending ef 
ounces Weights of Wrath in our Cup, which was Cbriſt. 
never there, becauſe our Conſcience giveth in a- 6 
gainſt us lying Libels and unjuſt Complaints, ſuch as this, ( thow art not 
in Chriſt, nor a convert, nor a pardoned and juſtiſied Sinner ; ) and we firlt 
retort the lying Libel upon Chriſt, O! Chrift- bath forgotten to be 
= merciful, we ſee Chriſt in the falſe Glaſs, in our extreme Suffering, 
our Sin and Apprehenſion joyning together. Secondly, Chriſt may 
I ſleep and hide Himſelf ina great Trial, and when he is gone, and 
Grace hath no actual Influence on our Souls, then we Languiſh and 
Die; the paces of the Clock being laid by, there is no Motion at 
all, and the wheels gather Ruſt, Should we ſuppoſe that the Creator 
of Nature did ſuſpend hisInfluence,allNaturalOperations ſhould ceaſe, 
there ſhould be no motion in the Sun, it Chould neither rife nor go 
don, the Rain ſhould not fall, the Wind ſhould not blow, living 
things could not move, Beaſts could not walk, Fowls could not fly, 
ZW Fiſhes could not ſwim, Roſes, Flowers, and Herbs could not grow, 
= &c. becauſe he cauſeth all theſe tobe, and his immediate Influence 
addeth Oyl to all Wheels, and rowleth and moveth them, elſe they 
could not ſtitr; fo Chriſt in the Sphere of Grace being the firſt 
Mover, if his Influence ſtand ſtill, all our Wheels as wanting Oyl and 


n 


Motion gather Ruſt and ſtand ſtill ; Paul cannot call Jeſus Lord, the 
Wi : Oy | | Spouſe 


* 
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Spouſe runneth not, for the Bridegroom will not draw, Cant. 1. David 


Dieth and Withereth a hundred Deaths ; for God hides his Face, 
Hexeliab fainteth, for God glowmeth, Heman is down amongſt the Dead, 
in the Grave, Chriſt his Life worketh not, fo here in Trouble Chriſt 
ftandeth behind the Mount, and the poor Diſciples Faint and Die, and 
Dream, and are all afraid in a Storm, becauſe God ſeemeth to Sleep, 


as if God wers Dead: Orthodsx and ſound Apprehenſions of Chriſt in 


us are not Habits but Acts, and are in us as Lightnings are in the Air, 
when Nature actually co-operateth, or as Fire is in the Flint, not but 
when it is beaten cut with Force. 

on Faith take away the Taſte and the Honey out of Chriſt, the Father 
is not a Father to the Child in a fit of an Ague. 


Thirdly, When extreme Danger is near and the Army foiled, a | 


the Enemy entring in at the Ports, our Courage i; as far to ſeek as 
ever was the Courage of the Apoſtles. Oh then we are gone, this is 
our Death, the cauſe is now loſed, Chri# is Buried, he cannot riſe 
again, %. 7. 2. Ii was told the Houſe of David, ſaying, Syria i Confedes 


rate with Ephraim, and bis Heart was moved, as the Trees of the Field: the 


Word p is to be moved from place to place, and is aſcribed to Cain 
the Vagabound, Ger. 4. 12, We fear the Creature too much, becauſe 
he can kill the Body, and we fear the Lord of Heaven and Earth too 
little, though he have Dominion over both Soul and Body, remember 


what a forgetting of God it is to fear the Creature in GOD's Cauſe, 


T/a. 5 t. 12. 1, even 1 am He that Comforteth you, who art thou that ſhalt 
be afraid of a Man that ſhall Die, and of the Son of Man that ſhall be made 
& Graſs ? Is it fo great a Sin to fear Man? ay, the next Words 
bear no leſs, 13. And forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker that ſtretched out the 
Haven, end laid the Foundation of the Earth; an Unbelieving People 
| hath a fear of their own, which the People of God are not to fol- 

low, 1/8. 8. 12. Fear ye not the fear of this People, neither be afraid. 13. 
Sanct iſie the Lord ef Hoſts, let him be your fear. 


Matth 8. 26. Then be ſaith unto them, why are 5e fearful, Oye of little 


Faith Lutte 8, 25, Where is your Faith ?. 5 | 

That which CHRIST firſt ſeeketh, and firſt miſſeth in any is their 
Faith, Where is your Faith ? by comparing the Evangelifts together, 
a little Faith is Faith; and it is no Faith, that is, not ſo * g 
| alt 


Thirdly, Diſtempers and Fevers 


— 
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Faith as is required in a great Storm, Hence theſe Cocnlufions con- 


cerning a little Faith, 


r. Concluſim, A little Faith in regard of the Nature of Faith is , 


Faith; as CHRIST, Matt. 8. ſaith not, they bave 


no Faith ; but he chideth them for their little Faith; What is a (mall, 
as the leaſt of fire is fire, as well as a fire of all or weak Faith © 


the Timber and Fewel of the Earth is fire, and the 


\ 


fourth part of a drop of Dew is Water, no leſs than the whole Ele- 
ment of Water is Water; the leaſt meaſure of ſaving Faith is ſaving 


Faith; And there be other three Acts of free Grace that are 


of the 


ſame Nature. As firſt, Gods free Love of Election to Glory can 


neither be half nor divided; the meaneſt of the Ele& is no 


leſs a 


Choſen Senator inrolled in the Book of Lite than Abraham, or great 


Moſes. Secondly, all the Saints are equally Ranſomed and equally 


Married on Chriſt, there was no greater Ranſom of Chriſt's 


Blood 


given for Fob, David, the Apoſtles than for thee, O thou the leaſt of 


Saints. Thirdly, all are equally Saved and Crowned: Kings; 
Degrees of Grace and Glory, Ido not now ſpeak. 


2. Concluſion. Faith and Fainting may conſiſt together at one and 


the ſame time, as Night and Day, are one in the twilight, 
poor Man ſaid, Mark q. 24. I believe, that is Faith, 


of the 


ſo the 


Lord help my Unbelief, that is Fainting; and David Faith and Paint: 


Pſal. 3I, 22. 1 /aid in my hafte, I am cut off from before ing may 


con ſiſt 


thine Eyes ; here is much fainting. Newertheleſs thou together in one, 


heardeſt the Voice of my ſupplication ; here muſt be much 


Faith, when his Prayers:; have been heard: So Jonab Chap. 2. 4: 


Then I. aid, I am caſt out of thy fight, this wes baſe Fainting ; yet Iwill look 


toward thy holy Temple, this is Faith; and Feremiab, Chap, 20. v. 7. O 
Lord, thou haſt deceived me, and I was deceived, thou art ſtronger than I, 


and haſt prevailed, lam in deriſion daily, and every one mocketh me. He 
Fainted not alittle, when he ſpake ſo of GOD to GOD; but Ver, 


11. he getteth up the Mount again; But the Lord is with me as 4 


mighty terrible one, therefore my perſecutors ſhall ſtumble, thry (hall not pre- 


wail. A wreſtling Faith oppoſing Doubtings and Faintings is an Ar- 


gument of a vigorous Life of Chriſt, and Weakneſs here is an Argu- 
ment of Strength, and Deadneſs doth argue Life, and Fainting Be- 


lieving; We have a bad Opinion of our own State when ther 


2 


e is no 


Cauſs 


ws. 


n 4 


„ 
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Cauſe, and the Reaſon is, that it is a reflect Act to know our own Ads 
„ of Faith; and firſt, reflect Acts are more rare and 


Reaſons why difficil, becauſe more Spiritual than difet Acts, 


ve kao our Grace Secondly, The Light of ſaving Grace muſt concurr | 


ſo hardly, in all our reflect Acts, but it ſeemeth to me to be 


eaſier, becauſe more Natural to reflect upon our 


Doubting and Unbelief, than upon our Believing, eſpecially where 
there is any Tenderneſs of Conſcience, as a ſleeping Man knoweth 
not that he is in Health, nor can he have any Senſe of his Health 


while he Sleepeth, and yet a Sleeping Man may know and feel the | 


pain of Sickneſs, and of an aking Bone, and thereby be wakened to 


feel it more Senſibly, though I know there be a Neceſſity of the In- 
fluence of faving Grace, either to know our Fainting, or our Faith 


in a Spiritual manner, yet there be Degrees of Grace here. 


3. Conc lunon. Thoſe who have a great Faith in Habit, may have | 
— little Faith in Ad, and the Diſciples who had forſaken all and follow- 


ed Chriſt, muſt have a great Meaſure of Faith of Fiducial Adberence, it 
is a great Faith to renounce all our Boſom- lovers for Chriſt : Though 
2. Their Faith of Light, or in regard of Knowlege was weak; they 
not knowing Chriſts Death and Reſurrection, which are principal Ar- 
ticles of Faith, Marth. 16. 21, 22,23. Fohn 20. 9. Let in this preſent 
Act their Faith was weak. The Grounds of a weak Faith in regard of 


the Act, and ſome ſpecial Exigents of a prevailing Temptation; are | 


firſt, Becauſe Faith is one thing, and the Uſe of Faith another thing; 

vt, The Habit of Faith is not the compleat and only 
The Grounds of a Cauſe of Believing. 1. Becauſe then the regenerate 
Faith weak in acti- from the firſt Moment of their Regeneration 


on. to their dying Day, ſhould alwiſe believe, which | 


is repugnant to Scripture and all Experience; 
for the Habit of Faith, and the Seed of GOD alwiſe remaineth in 


them, even when they Sin, they loſe not that, ohn 3.9. 1 John 2. 


27, 28, 29. John 4. 14. Jerem. 32. 40, 41. Iſa. 59.21. 2. We are not 
Lords, having by Free-will a Dominion over the Habit of Faith, to 
ſtir it up into Acts when we pleaſe ; For then, theſe that have the 


Habit need not to pray for the actual Influence of the grace of God, to 
work in them to will and to do, againſt many Scriptures, as Cant: I. 


4. Pſa 
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+ 4. Pſal. 25. 5. Pſal.86. 11. Pal. 119. 18, 36, 37, 66, 68, 80. 3. Our 
; 4 | 
1d | Free-will, at its beſt, is but Graces Armour-bearer, and Servant. 
ts, Grace whether Habitual or Actual, is Gods Prerogative Royal, and 
rr one of the ſupreme and abſolute Flowers of his Crown. And there- 
be fore we are Maſters of our own Sins; we can be willingly wicked 
and fall when we will, we are not Maſters of our own riſing again; 
we can faint when we will, but we believe when Chriſt will, and 
when his ſaving Grace breatheth on us, and neither ſooner nor later, 
neither more ſtrongly, nor more remiſsly, than the free Grace of God 
enablethus ; for it we could believe ere Grace blow on us: Firſt, we 
could preveen Grace, and then ſhould we carry it all before us; and 
it ſhould be after this, not preveening Grace, but preveening Na- 
ture, preveening free Will. 2dly, It the Intention of the Degrees of 
actual Believing were in our power, Paul did not well to aſcribe his 
e a labouring more abundantly to the Grace of COD, and not to himſelf, x 
w- Cor. 15: 10. But I laboured morę abundantly than they all; yet not I, but 
it be grace of God which was with me. 24ly, Our Faith is often led by 
1gh the Senſe of Appearance and ſecond Cauſes, and | 
ey Il that is a very bad Rule. Faith and Senſe may Farth and Senſe 
Ar- thus be compared: Faith is like the juſt Horsloge compared together, 
ent or Watch, which ſheweth to us juſtly the Hours at Simile. 
1 of M Mid-night, when there be neither Sun, Moon, nor 
are Stars to give Notice what time of Night it is; So rotten boylie Job, 
ng: Wl Chap.19. 25, 26. When he had not ſo much as Star-light of Appearance 
nly to lead him, but Death and rotten Boyls, could in Faith point the 
ate Hour, and ſay, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that IT (hall ſee 


tion WM bin for my ſelf, and my Eyes ſhall behold, and not another, though my. 
nich Ml Reins be conſumed within me: But Senſe is not like the Night Horologe, 
ce ; MW but like the Sun-dial, that cannot point the Hours in the Night, nay, 
in nor yet in Day-light if the Sun be under Cloud. Senſe muft have 
1 2. Daylight, and a flaning Sun; and can do nothing for Chriſt upon 
not Truſt; end this is a great Unthankfulneſs in our Senſe ; 


For it is Faith and not Senſe that layeth hold on Relations, and 
ſuch a Relation as is between Huſband and Wife, ſo the Lord ſpeak- 
eth, Iſa. 54, 4. Fear not, that is, believe; upon what Ground? Upon 
the ground of Marriage-Faith, Verſ. 5. For thy Maker is thy Husband.. 
ss is Faith expreſſed by a Marriage word, Ve are freed from the Law, 

1 Rom. 


* 
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Rom. 7.4. & 73 hieb U hit ile that ye ſhould be for another Husband, 


* 


So when we are new born again, the firſt Act of fiducial Adherence 
8 ſeemetl 


1 that ye /bould be married on another Lover. ſeem 
1 4 Concluſ. Sometimes we believe on Chriſt as moral Agents, and W Chile 
+5540 C * then we may both know Chriſt and our own State, if the Light of the MW will 
_— Spirit concur to make the Promiſes viſible to our ſpiritual Senſes , not to th 
_ only as true, but alſo as Good and Sweet, for we ſee Colours, and ap- duce 
prehend them both as Colours, and as Pleaſant and Delectable; So a out o 

Man may ſee a great Heap of Gold which belongeth to another Man, he was, 

ſees it as of ſuch a Colour, and as it offereth it ſelf to the Eye; But throu 

becauſe it is not his own, nor hath he any Hope it can be his own ; he path) 

ſeeth it poſſibly with Grief : But if it were offered and given to him, and x 

he ſhould then ſee it as good and acceptable: Now the Grounds of a ſome 

weak Faith, is a weak Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt ; ſmall and Chrif 

weak Evidence produceth weak Acts of Believing : It is true, there | Emm 

is ſometime little Evidence of Knowlege, where there is ſtrong Adhe- it was 

rence, and ſtrong Faith, as many unlettered Martyrs of no great 5 

Knowlege in the Scriptures, have died with great Adherence and mity, 

Strength of Faith: Butthere is a twofold. Evidence, one Literal, ano - much 

ther Spiritual, it is unpoſſible there can be a ſtrong Faith, but there ther f 

muſt be a ſtrong Spiritual Evidence proportionable thereunto to con- the 8 

vey it, for Faith walketh not without Eyes, and therefore the weak- I neſs. 

neſs of ſpiritual Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt (as here the Apo- ence i 

ſtles ſee not but Chriſt hath forgotten them, and cares not that they | (as ſo 

periſh ) muſt produce a weak Faith. Again Faith cometh not only | Comp 

trom Diſcourſe, and the moral Perſwaſion of the Holy Ghoſt making |} thereft 

Uſe of ſanctified Reaſon, but alſs ſometime from al Sin 

Faith from Inſtinct of a meer ſpiritual Inſtinct, as where there is no there | 

Grace ſometime ra- Diſcourſe, eſpecially when we firſt believe, andi Will: 

ther than from Light have nothing but a meer Command, and knows all Sir 

of Diſcourſe. not whether the Promiſe and the Saviour belong -: but a 

: = eth to us or not, even as the Infant that can make lome 1 

no Ule of Diſcourſe, relyeth and truſtetk to the Mother or Nurſe for the Ch 

Milk, by meer Inſtinct, harp neither Promiſe nor Experience for it, contra 

and the young: Chickens confide in the Covering of the Hens Wings} in Sins 
and the Lambs for Food from the Dame, meerly by natural Inſtind; os hz 
vine 


Colne. t 
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ſeemeth to be from the new Nature and Inſtinct of Grace, as the 
d Child in a ſudden Danger without Diſcourſe or Promiſe that his Father 
e will help him, runs to his Father, and the Conies in Danger 
ot to their Holes of the Rock, and ſo a weak Inftin& of Grace may pro- 
duce weak Acts, and by the way the Promiſe may be torgotten and 
2 | out of Mind, and the Aſſurance that Chriſt loved me before the World 
was, none at all; and a Believer yet may rely and confide in Chriſt 
ut | through Inſtinct, and know no ground, as through ſome ſecret Sym- 
he  pathy of Nature one may love another, & they know not the Reaſon, 
m, and proportionally may truſt in another alſo, for Love produceth 
fa ſome Confidence, fo ſome are kind and their Heart warmed with 
nd | Chriſt, and they do not well know Chriſt, as the Diſciples going to 
ere Emmaus have Heai ts burning with the Love of God, but they knew not 
he- it was Chriſt whowas there, the third Man conferring with them. 
eat 5. Concluſ. The chief Cauſe, as of all Sins of Infir- 
nd mity, ſo of a weak and infirm Faith, is not ſo The ſpecial cauſe 
no- much from Want of Will as Want of Power, and ra- of all Sins of Iu- 
lere ther from Want of Gra ce and a larger Meaſure of firmities, 
on- the Spirit of Faith, than from Malice and Wicked. 6 
ak- neſs. I deny not but the Corruption of a wicked Nature hath infſu- 
\po- || ence in Sins of Infirmitie, and in a weak Faith, as it hath in all Sins 
hey || ( as ſome of the Mothers Seed muſt alwiſe be in the Child; ) but I ſpeak 
only | Comparatively, and in regard of that which is the Nature of Sin: 
cing | therefore Sins of Infirmity and a weak Faith, thoughthe be not veni- 
from al Sins, as Papiſts vainly teach, yet they be Sins of a lower ſize; for 
| there be leſs Activeneſs and more Paſſiveneſs in theſe Sins, and ſo leſs 
Will and more Renitency and Reluctancy than in reigning Sins, and 
nows] all Sins of Infirmity have but the half of the Will, ſometimes nothing 
long: but a virtual Conſent, as in the firſt Motions of Concupiſcence and 
dome finful Errours and bad Opinions contrary to the Truth which 
ſe foi the Children of God have, and the renewed part doth proteſt on the 
for iti contrary againſt the Fleſh and fide with Chriſt; and if the Will joyn 
in Sins of Infirmity, it is but the one half of the Will trailing the o- 
ther half after it, like the Motion of a Worm in which the former part- 
having more Lite and Vigor draweth after it the hinder part. But I 
come to prove the Nature of a weak or little Faith, and of other Sins 


+ * y 
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of Infirmity: Paul, Rom. 7. 14. faith of himſelf, I am carnal ſold un- So t! 
der fin, he uſeth the paſſive Verb 3:Te&#4%&, that which is put to the IDeſu 
Market to be made away for Money, were it Man or Woman, is a his 
Patient; but Achab had another Mark, Elias ſaid to him, 1 King. 20. Mlcade 


20. MALT Thon haſt ſold thy ſelf to work wickedneſs in the ſight of the not a 
Lord, he that is fold is not ſui juris, not his own Man, the Fleth in ¶ there 
that Act prevaileth over him, the renewed Will ſaying the contrary. I} Rom. 
The Acting of Sin and Unbelief in a Saint is like a Buſineſs in a Court I of i 
hardly and hotly debated, and the Matter iscarried by one Voice on- Jin, 
ly, or as in Weighing of Things in a Ballance, one Scruple may caſt the F 
the Scale, and where there is but one Grain of ſaving Grace, the more 
Work may be ſwayed by it, if the Fleſh act by Prevalency, it goes that f 
wrong; but in the Wicked, where there is no Prevalency of ſaving || Wor 
Grace, nor any ſuch Principle, the Sin is not a Sin of Infirmity. Chriſ# |} #19 in 
hath not one Voice in the Court, if Reaſon ſpeak againſt ſome cry- ing, 
ing Sins, that is ſomething of God the Creator, but nothing of Chriſt, butt 
it is not from a ſaving Principle, or the right End, the Honour of God, oute 
and fo it is not a Voice in the Court for Chriſt, but for Nature and the v 
carnal Ends, Paul hath another Word, Rom. 7. 23. Lind another Law 17. 7 
in my Mind, aN. leading me captive to the Law of Sin; the be kn 
Word ſignifieth one taken with the Point of a Spear, or Sword, or U 
with a bloody Weapon, ſo is the Word, Luke 21. 24. they ſhall fall by Belie 
; | | the edge of the Sword, Y UHE ed en,? and Tem 
From . euſpis, mucro, ſhall be led captive unto all Nations, Rom. 16, our J 
= 6 Cot jo 1 fla. 17. Salute Andronicus and Junia my Kinſmen, ¶ Deat 
e de v, pie de. cuil and fellow Priſoners. Now in aff ven; 
taken Captive there be two Things expreſſing the Nature of Infirmi- mes 
ties, and ſo of a weak Faith in the Saints. Firſt, Ere the Captive be and ( 
taken in War, he reſiſteth, and ſheddeth Blood, and therefore by Pac 22W 
tion they promiſe him Quarters. 24dly. It is major vis, a greater Pow: of ar 
er that doth it, ſo it is againſt his Will that he is taken, and only We ar 
for Want of Strength and Power to fight he is taken; So he that hath | 
falls of Infirmity or Sins of Weakneſs, if he had more Strength of Grace, Four 
he would not yield, and therefore he reſiſteth and accepteth not of ſhould 
Quarters from the Fleſh without ſtroke of Sword, and the Spirit doth Soul 
not conſent to the ill he doth, as it is Rom. 7. 15. For that which I d, Woule 
I allow not, for what I would, that I do not; but what I bate that I 4 It wa 
| | 


— 
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So the Believer is like a ſick Man walking up a Mount, his Will and 
e I Dcfire is quicker in climbing up to be at the Top of the Mount, than 
a his Legs are. The laſt practical Inditement of Conſcience that 
3. leadeth on in theſe Sins of inlirmicy is broken, thaken, divided, it is 
be } not a kindly Conſent the Captive giveth to Obey his Keepers,. and 
in I therefore there is Complainings under theſe Sins, as Pau! doth, 
y. Nom. 7. 24.0 wretched Man that Jam, who ſhall deliver me from the Body 
vt f this Death? Hence che poor Man is ſo gravelled with a Body of 
n- Sin, that his confined Deſires take Strength from the ſtrong Walls of 
aſt the Priſon, that he would gladly be in Heaven, where he (hall Sin no 
he more, as the Bird would wiſh the Cage of Clay broken 
des that it might flee up and ſing; 1/8. uſeth another 2 
ng | Word, Chap, 42. Chrift ſhall not break a Reed that gro- | 
riſt | eth in a Lake,or an Oat Reed that is already bruiſed, the Word is halfbreak= 
ry- ing, 25 Gen. 25, 22. The Twin ſtruggle or ſhalter one another in the womb, 
riſt, but they killed not one another; and the ſmoking flax is a dying 
od, out Candle in the ſocket, except more Oyl be added to it, it is gone, 
and the word 79 ſigniſieth the dim Eyes of Old Men, Gen, 27. 4. Job 
Law 7: 7s lo the weak Believer and the fainting Faith may from this eaſily 
the C non. | | 5 | 
or Ven. Then if Chriſt miſs Faith in a Profeſſor ; firſt, labour to 
11 by Believe, eſpecially ina Storm; now the Sea rageth, the Storm is 
andl Tempeſtuous, God hath not as yet awaked in the three Kingdoms for 
n. 16. our Dzliverance; Believe, Faith cannot ſtrike Sail co Hell or 
men, | Death, Rom 8. 37. Faith can make a Paflage between Hell and Heas 
in a Ven; for 9 ef the Belly of. Hel Jonah cryed; this ſhould put our Ene- 
irmi- mies to flight, it did fo of Old, Heb. xr, 34 and Grace is not Weak, 
ve bel and Old, and gray haired now 3 there are Bones and Strength in Faith 


Pac-· now to ſubdue Malignants, as of Old ;theſe that ſeek for crooked ways 
Pow- of an unjuſt Peace without Truth, do not truſt God in theſe Storms; 
only we are in publick Calamities, ſo far from Faith that we think God 
that! hath forgotten us, as the People in their Calamity ſaid, Exel. 33. 10. 
Jrace, If our Tranſgresſions and our Sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how 
ot offi Pould we then Live? we look to the Waters that floweth over the 
- doth Soul and cannot fee the Bottom, and our Hope ſinketh, but Faith 
23 dal would Out-face all our Storms, and carry Ship broken Men to Land. 


It was Unbelief cather than Sea 1 Winds, that was like to drown 
1 5 the 
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the Church, for it puts Weakneſs and Sleepinefs upon Chriſt, and robs 


him of the Glory of his Truth, Glory is the prime flower of the 
Crown and Royal Prerogative of Chrift, and Unbelief changeth Chriſt 
in a Sleeping Man, there muſt be then more High Treaſon here a- 
gainſt the Royal Honour of 6hrif than in all Sins, it is from Unbe- 
lief chat that Complaint is made, Jer. 14. 8. hy fhouldeſt thou be 
4 Stranger in the Land, and asa wayfaving Man that turneth afide to 


Tarr) for a Night? 9. Why ſhould:ft thou be as a Man aftoniſhed, as a mighty, 


Man that cannot ſave? The Church had as good faid, why ſhould 
you be turned in no God, for he that cannot fave is 20 Cod; fo Un- 
belief uſurpeth the Crown and De-throneth GOD. 

Ute. 2. 2h. So long as we are not Humbled for Sin, and turn not 


from our evil ways, Cbriſt juſtiy miſfſeth Faith in us, end ſaith, he 
can fee no Faith in the Land, and God will change his Diſpenſation 


toward his Church, and do what he hath not done before, if he de- 
liver us, ere we turn to him, But God cannot take his Veſſel out of 


the fire till he hath purged away the Tinn and the Droſs: Will he caſt 


the Rod in the fice till he have done his Work in mount Zion? God 


priacipally aimeth that this ſhall be the end of his fire in Zion, and his 


Furnace in Jeruſalem, which he ſaith, Ezek.7. 16. But they that eſcape 


of them ſhall eſcape, or, ſhall be ſawed, and they ſhall be upon the moun. 


rains as Doves in the valleys, all of tbem mourning every one for bis ini- 
guity > Could we return, and build the Houſe ef the Lord, 


our Enemies in the three Kingdoms ſhould fall, and our Peace 
ſhould be as a river, and our righteouſneſs as the waves of the Sea, Iſai, 


48. 18.We may have Peace without turning to God, but it ſhould not 
be Peace like a mighty River, but like a dryed up Brook, but ſo 
ſcarce, that it ſhould dry up as the dew. | 85 


Te 3. 3dly, Challenge not Chriſt of Unkindneſs through Unbelief 
in ſad Times, Faith thinketh no evil of Chriſt; blame thy ſelf and 
thy Unbelief, it Chriſt hide his Face; Faith hath Eyes to ſee Chriſt in 


the Night as in Daylight; Faiths Eyes pierce through Chriſts 
Mask, and the Vail or Cloud that covers his Face, there is Mercy and 


Love in the Bottom of fflictions. 


Uſe 4. 4ly. Weak ones are neither to under-value Chriſt in them- 


+ felves,. nor ſhould others under-value them; Faith maketh not Heart 
lepa- 
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ſeparation from Faith, the Eſtrangement of Affection from any in 
whom there is any thing of Chriſt is from the Fleſh, contrary to 
Faitn [2 1 VVV ; 

Mark 4: 39. Aud be aroſe aud rebuked rhe Mind, and ſaid upto the 
dea, Peace, peate, be ſtill. EN SY ED SIONL EL 911 ET e> {7219 

The Sea is not capable of Rebukes, ſuch as are "91 
given to reaſonable Creatures,but there is a rebuk- How God really 
ing of Omnipotency, that is not Verbal but Real; rebuketh the Crea- 
1 is with words hardly to rebuke; in Conjuga- ture. TR T4 
tion kal cum? it is to deſtroy, Mal. 2. 3. Bebold 510 £6340 
T will deſtroy Jour Seed, Iſai. 54. 9. I habe ſworn, Twill not be angry with 
thee, neither rebuke thee. 2. It is to hinder the Enemies in their ill 
ot ¶ Conſes, Zech. 3. 2. The Lord rebuke thee; O Satan. Mal. 3. 11. I will 
1% rebuke the Devourer for your ſake, Pali 68. 30. Lord rebute the company 
MN Bofrbe Spearmen: And when it is applyed to Creatures void of Reaſon, it 
is by Omnipotency to hinder them to hurt us, and to ſtay their Acci- 
ons, Pſal. 106. 9. He rebuked the Red-Sea alſo. Luke 4. 39. Teſns re- 
buketh the Fever: It holdeth forth the Acts of Omnipotency in Chriſt, 
fuch as is his Act of creating of an immediate fair ſweet Calm out of 
2 Contrary, out of a boyſterous and ſtormy Sea. God hath ſome Pic ces 
Fin which is ſtamped fo much of a legible and evident Omnipotency, 
as the Work fatherettvit ſelf upon God only with- 

ut a Teacher, ſo Fob 26. 7. He ſtretcheth out the Gods Omnipotency 
North over the empty Place, and hangeth the Earth in creating and rul- 
Von notbing; The Earth is the weightieſt of any ing the Earth and 
Fiſible Creature God hath made, it needeth ſome Sea, 
old reſting Place; But the Omnipotency of the 
reator doth hang it upon nothing, except only the Air round about it, 
ow the Air being ſo weak, fo yielding an Element, it were impoſ- 
ible that the heavy and ponderous Earth ſhould have been ſeated on 
Ihe empty and fluid Air to reſt in it theſe five thouſand years, except 
Ymnipotency had done it, for the Air of it ſelf is very nothing to hold 
p the Globe of the Earth, Fob 38. 5. Who bath laid tbe Meaſures of 
e Earth, if thou knoweſt ? or who hath ſtretched the Line upon it? 6. 

bereupon are tbe foundations thereof faſtned ? or who laid the Correr- 

one thereof? There be three great Queſtions here, that few can an- 
arty: | H 2 {wer 


* 
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ſwer but God. }:irſt, To take the Compaſs of the Circumference of 
the Globe of the Earth exactly, and to lay a meaſuring Line over the 
Diameter and the whole Body ot it, is a great Work. 24ly,To know 
how to faſten the Corner-ſtone of the World. zy, And how the whole 


Weight is ſuſtained, 1s more than we can tell, and it isno leſs Wonder, | 


Pſal. 104. 2. Who ſtretcheth out the Heaven as à curtain. What a Pow- 
er muſt it be, to ſpread over all Nations of the Earth, the Elements 


and Creatures in Sea and Land, ſuch a large white molten Web of 
Cryſtal Glaſs, that hath been ſpread over our Head, from the eaſt end 
of the World to the Weſt, and North and South, and there is not an 


(2.) The Sea is a fluid 


Hole in the Web, theſe five thouſand years. 
huge great Body, where can there be a Bottle to contain it? 2. When 


it ſwelleth and rageth with mighty Winds, how 1s it kept from drown- 
Job 38. 8. 

N bo. ſbut u the Sea with Doors, when it brake: furth, as if it had iſſued 
out of the Womb? Verſ. 11. The Lord ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and 


ing the World? God doth remedy theſe two. 


un fartber; and here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed. God hath put an 
Iron Door upon the Sea, and put it under an Act and Law of Omnipo- 
tency, that it ſhall not devour and overwhelm the Earth, Jer. 5. 22, 
He hath placed the Sand for the Bound of the Sea, hy a perpetual Decree. 


For the ſecond, when, Pſal. 107. 27 The Sea is all on Fire, and theſſ 


Paſſengers in a mighty Storm, reel to and fro, and ſtagger like a drun- 
ken man, and are at their wits end, 29. He maketh the Storm a Calm, ſo 
that the Wares thereof are ſtill. Iſai. 50. 2. Bebold at my Rebuke, I dy 
wp the Sea. Pſal. 65. 7. He ſtilleth the noiſe of the Seas. (3) The Ses 
as all the reſt of the Creatures, are by the firſt Sin of Man, broken ou 
of the Covenant of Peace, between us and them in the State of Inno 
cency, and War is denounced between us and them, the Fire ſhoul 
burn us, the Water hath Law to drown us, the Air to ſuffocate us, th 
Earth a Commithon to ſwallow us up quick, if Chriſt had not made 
Ceſſation of Arms, and if the Goſpel were not a concluded Treaty g 
Peace, and if the Lord ſhould not rebuke the Fury of the Creature, (i 
{-me Sparks of Gods Wrath yet reſideth in the Creature) they hai 
yet an Inclination to revenge tne Quarrel of the Treaſon that u 
committed againſt their King, and we do receive the Creatures as f. 
gitive Souldiers from Gods Camp of Juſtice, and do imploy them 
| 8 | W. 
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War againſt God, as the Glutton and Drunkard imployeth Meat and ; 
Drink againſt God, the vain Perſons their vain Apparel, their patch- 
ed Faces, bare Breaſt and Shoulders, as an Exchange to ſell the Body 
to Luſt; if the Lord ſhould not rebuke our Servants the Creatures, 
Water, Fire, Sword and the like, they would deſtroy us. 
* Uſe.It we look Spiritually now upon Gods dealing to theſeKingdoms, 
the Sword hath a Charge from God to come againſt theſe Lands, Ezek. 
21. 14. Therefore, Son of Man, Propheſie and ſmite thine hands together, 
and let the Sword be doubled the third time, the Sword of the ſlaiu, it 
is the Sword of the great Men that are ſlain, which ; 
entreth into their privy Chambers: When God gi- This Sword in Bri- 
veth the Sword a Commithon to deſtroy, it can- tain, not the Sword 
not reſt, Fer. Chap. 47. v. 6. O thou Sword of the of Men,but of the 
Tord, hom long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up Lord. 
thy ſelf into thy Scabbard, reſt.an4 be ſtill. 7. How 
can it be quiet, ſeing the Lord bath given it a Charge againſt Askelon and 
the Sea-ſhore? there bath be appointed it: It is then a commanded and 
a ſent Sword that now rageth in theſe Kingdoms. 2. Not only is the 
Sword and the Peſtilence ſent of God by ſpecial Commiſſion, Fer. 24: 
10. But it is his Sword, it is not the Sword of Papiſts and Malignants, 
but the Sword of the Lord, Jer. 47 6. ihe Lord faith; Ezek. 14. 21. 
that the Sword, Famine, noiſome Beaſts and Peſtilence are bis four ſore 
Judgments; We may go through theſe Souldiers, we have the Lords 
Paſsport, I/ai. 4.3.2. For the Sword is our Fathers Sword. The Seas 
we are in, are our Fathers Seas, and fo cannot drown us. 3. Omni- 
potency taketh this as peculiar te himſelf, he only can create Peace, 
Pal. 46. 9. He maketh Wars to ceaſe from the ends of the Earth, Iſai 45. 
6. Tam the Lord, and there is none elſe. 7. I form 
the Light, and create Darkneſs, I make Peace and It is proper only to 
create Evil; Then by what Title he is God and Ommpoteney to 
Creator, by the ſame he maketh Peace, Pſal. 65.7. make Peacs. } 
He Hilleth the noiſe of the Seas, ihe noiſe of their Na- | 
vos and the Tumult f People; Theſe be two troubleſome Creatures, 
the raging Sea, and the People up in Wars; The Will of furious 
Men is an unruly and wild Thing, there is a ſtrong Tide and mighty 
& lofty. Winds ſtirringin Mens Hearts, when they are in a Fever and 


Heat 


* 
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Heat of War; It is Omnipotencies proper Work to calm the Winds, 


and put the Wheels to a ſtand, that Peace may be in our Borders. 4. Blood tt 
He hath promiſed, as he is Creator, )eliverance, ai. 65. 18. But be Perſons 
you glad, and rejoyce for ever, in that which I create, for behold, I create 52. 15. 
Jeruſalem à rejoycing, and her people aJoy. It is the word uſed; Gen. of Iſrae 
I. 1, When it is ſaid, God created the Heaven and the Eartb, 5. He Names 
hath ſaid, be will rebuke Kings for his Churches ſake, Pſal, 105. 14. and that ( 
Jai. 50.9. of Chriſts Enemies, They all ſhall wax old as a Garment, the Part 
Moth ſhall eat them up. Iſai. 49. 26. Aud I will feed them that oppreſs thee The 


with their own Fleſh, and they ſhall be drunken with their own Blood, as One ir 
with ſweet Wine; Are we then to doubt, but the Lord will ariſe and from e 
rebuke theſe Winds? Chriſt is in the Ship called the Church of God, the A 
therefore the Tacklings ſhall not be looſed, but the Maſt ſhall be the Bo 
ſtrengthned and the Sails ſpread out, though there break up a Leak U ſoa | 
in the Ship : And there was 2 loud noiſe of lofty Storms in this poor witho 
Ship, ſuch as Fyning, Conſining, Impriſoning, Baniſhing, Silencing Mirac 
of the Paſtors of Jeſus Chriſt, cutting of Ears, ripping of Noſes; yet great 
Chriſt aroſe and rebuked theſe Winds : And tongs there were Cryes In 


of Reconciliation with Rome, ſtrong Tides and Winds of falſe Doctrine, For u 

of Altar-worſhip, Imagery, vain Idols to repreſent the Father and Iſaac 

the Son Chriſt, Maſſing, a new real Sacrifice, the Body of Popery bleſſed, 

j taught in Univerſities, preached in Pulpits, Printed in Books, Chrift their 
_ aroſe and rebuked theſe Winds; And when the three Kingdoms have the 8. 
been ſweeming in Blood, to hold up Arbitrary Power in the State, and Prero 

the Tyranny of Antichriſtian Prelates in the Church, the Lord of Hoſts Worl 


hath alſo rebuked theſe Winds, and will calm the Sea. There be alſo 


a mu 


great Storms of ſad and lamentable Diviſions, and Rents, Altar a- gent, 
gainſt Altar, ſo as the one halt of the Paſſengers are like to caſt the o- be, en 

ther over Board in the Sea, theſe are more dangerous and Judgment- Ebb 
like Winds. Oh'that we could awake the Lord, that he may ariſe and muſt 
rebuke the Sea and the Winds: There hath heen, and ſtill is a Cry of in a 
many Provocations in both Kingdoms, ſo that the Lord cannot have add 
reſt in Heaven, for theSins of the Landthat are come up before him. The man 
Breach of the Covenant of God, all fort of Sins againſt both Tables, Banc 
uo knowledge of God in the Land, no Mercy, no Truth, but by Swearing, Sun. 


Lying. Killing and Stealing and committing Adultery we break out, and Loro 
„„ FF Blood and 


* R . 
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Blood toucherh Blood; yet the Lord Jeſus is a Saviour not only of 
Perſons, but alſo a National Redeemer, he ſprinkleth many Nations, Ila. 
52. 15. with his Blooa, he ſprinkleth clean Water upon Nations, the hoſe 
of Iſrael, and cleanſeth them from all their. Filthineſs and Idols, for his 
Names ſake, Ezek. 36. 22. 25. It is the Omnipotency of free Grace 
that Chriſt ariſe and rebuke theſe Winds and Seas alſo, .. 
Part 5, Mark 4. 29. And there was a great 8 5 p 
There be two Characters of God in this Miracle; Two Characters 
One in the Manner ofthe Doing: Anger goes not away God in this Mi- 
from either a Man, or the Sea in an Inſtant; when racle: 1. That it 
the Air is calmed, and the Wind removed, yet in is dene in an In- 
the Bowels of the Sea, there remains a Wind, and fant, and irre- 
ſoa Raging and Working in the Sea. Tut here - f/t55ly. 2. That 
without Delay, there is a Calm, Secondly, In the it is great. 
Miracle there is a Character of God, there was a 2 
great Calm 1 of „ 5 
In the former we fee God worketh irreſiſtibly, and with Efficacy. 
For when he ſaveth, we muſt be ſaved ; When God ſaith that which 
Iſaac aid, I have bleſſed bim; the other muſt follow, And be ſhall be: 
blejſed, Some Creatures work neceſſarily without any Dominion over 
their Actions; the Sun muſt caſt out Heat, the Fire cannot but Burn, 
the Sea cannot but Flow; but becauſe God has truly an Abſolute. 
Prerogative Royal, he has a Negative Voice in all the Actions of the 
World, and what is to the Creature neceſſary, and 1 
a muſt be to the Lord it is free, though not contin: Things veceſſa⸗ 
gent, and it hath a π] be to God, and not a muſt yy to the creature, 
be, except he will: To the Creature the Sea muſt to the Creator 
Ebb and Flow, the Sun muſt give Light, the Fire have a may not 
muſt conſume, the Lyon muſt devour the Prey; but be: Things con- 
in all theſe to God, there is a muſt not be, except he ingem to the | 
add his A fficmative Voice; and therefore God com- Creature, may: 
mandeth che Sea neither to Ebb nor Flow, but to may bave a muſt 
tand up as two {tiff Walls of Glaſs, he covereth the be to tbe Creator: 
Sun With a Web of Dartkneis at the Crucify ing of the 
Lord of Glory; be diſchargeth the Fire to burn the Three Ebildren, 
and the Lyon to eat Dasiel, and all theſe muſt be, becauſe God þ i 
| 25 ai 
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ſaid they (hail be. Again, as God putteth his may wot be upon things 
neceſſary to the Creature ; fo he putteth a Law of Neceflity upon all 
the contingent Actions of the Creature : An Arrow ihot at a Venture 
may kill Ahab, and not kill Abab, but ſome other Man near by; yet 
there is here, to the Lord no Contingency, no ſuch thing as may be, 
and may nos be, But the Arrow of the Lords Vengeance muſt be fo 
timed, ſo placed, as it has no Motion againſt any but Ai only, and 
- againſt no part of him, but between the Joynts of his Harneſs, that he 
may fall and die, according to the Word of the Lord. 
Le. The Way and Manner that Chrift hath a calm Sea, we have a 
calm Sea, and the Way that Chriſt cometh to Land, and at that very 
time, the Diſciples come to Land; Our Stomachs 


It is enough riſe much, we lay, What is God doing? is there not | 
that our Sea be Neceſſity in regard of Divine Juſtice, that Venge- 
calm,when Chrift ance fall upon Malignants, Papifts, Prelates in theſe | 


Kingdoms, and bloody Iriſß Cut-Throats and Mur- 
derers? But we would conſider theſe two, 
Theſe ſixteen hundred Years, Chriſt hath been under Wrongs, and 
Vengeance to the full, hath not reached his Enemies, as yet; for 1. 
the Enemies of Chriſt are not fully ſubdued; 2. and many of them 
rotten in the Duſt, are not in their Bodies tormented as yetz Chriſt 
ſuffereth Injuries; and you cannot, you will not have Patience to en- 
dure the Cruelty of Bloody Men. Secondly, Chriſt, as we ſee here, 
.divideth fair Weather and foul Weather with his Diſciples, it is enough 
to us, that if we be laid low we are low with Chriſt, it is time e- 
nough that we have fair Weather and come ſaſe to Shore to dry our 
Garments at that Sun that ſhineth to the Glorified in Heaven, when 
Chriſt cometh to Shore ; let us weep when Chriſt weepeth, and be 


is calm, 


buried when Chriſt is buried; when Chriſt cejoycech and riſeth again, | 


we cannot ly rotting in the Grave, | 


[A greatEaim | Matthew 8. 26, ſo calleth it yaaiey weydan, This is 
the other Character of God in this Miracle, that it is a great Calm. 


There is nothing in God, not any Judgment or Work 


Greatneſs is print. of God, but Greatneſs is printed on it; for the 
ed on all theWWorks Effect imellecth of the Cauſe, Fob 36. 26. God is 
great, Chriſt, is great, as the Churches Danger in 
this Sea - voyage is great, ſo is the Calm great; 

great 
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great Buildings have great Foundations, great Ships great Sails, 
great Sea-ebbings have great Flowing*, 2 Gor, t« 10. God delivered we 
from ſo great a Death, ſome Death is but an Infant Death and Week, 
there is another Death called by Bildad, Job 18. 13. The firſt Born of 
Death. The Lord ſheweth bis People, ( Plal. 7 1. 20.) great and ſore Troubles, 
and gives them Tears to drink in great meaſute, Plal. 80. 5, and the People 


js in great Diſtreſs, Nehem. 9.37. and for that the Lord doth great Things 
for them, Plal.126.2, and werketh a great Salvation for bil People, 1 Samuel 
14.45. and giveth great Deliverances to David, Plalm 18, 80, and o Da- 
vids Seed, the Iſrael of God, Secondly, There is Greatneſs written up- 
7 on all the Works of God, Pſalm 92. 5. O Lord, bow great are thy Works? 
NJ Pſalm tir. 2. The Work! of the Lord are great, ſought out of all thoſe that 
a bave Pleaſure therein. Thirdly, There is Greatneſs written on his Judge 
ments againſt his Enemies, for Zecb. 7. 12. there is a great Wrath from the 
* Lord of Hoſts upon thoſe that pull away the Shoulders, and makes their Heart 
„ an Adamant Stone; he fighteth againſt the Rebellicus, Jer. 21. 5. in 
4 er, and in Fury, and in great HMrath; and the great Day of bis 
d Wrath fhall come apon bis Enemies, ſo that tu (pal not be able to ſtand. 
I. Fourthly, And there is a great Reward for the Righteous, Pſal. 19,11, 4 
* great Reward in Heaven for them, Matth. 5. 12. A far more exceeding and 
ft I crernal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor, 4-17. 5 7 
= Uſe 1» Then great Vengeance is appointed for the Enemies of God, 
e. Ezek. 25. 17. and great Deſolation on Pharaoh the great Dragon that hetb 
hin the midſt of bis Rivers, Ezgk. 29. 3. and when theſe Kingdoms have 
ee committed great Whoredoms, what Wonder that great Judgments be 
ur on us, and many more Hundred Thouſands be ſlain in the Three 
en Kingdoms, than Hiſtories can in our Ages parallel? But if Babylon be 
be 2 great Whore, great muſt be her Fall, all the Kings of the Earth, and 
in her Merchants ſhall Wonder, and Weep and Wail at her Deſolation. 
Our King ſaith, he will Repeal Laws made againſt Papiſts in England ; 


But it is a Work above his Strength to hold up the curſed Throne of 
the Beaſt, which God hath ſaid he will cruſh : If all the Kings of the 


Earth ſhould make their Bones Pillars to hold up that Thrune, there 


is ſuch a Weight of Vengeance lying on that Throne, that their Bones 
hall be Bruiſed in Powder. i | 


Uſe 2. Reformation is a Work of God alſo, Zecb. 13. 23. and then 
it is a great Work, and though 9 be great Mountains im the Way, 


” ” 
{ % * þ 
— 


W 
13 * 
q 


V * 
W. $ 
4 


66 A Sermon Preached to the Right Honourable 


7 
ty 8 
* — 


ET 


* * 
— —ꝛ—ę— 


God doth rebuke and remove fuch Mountains, Zech. 4: 7. Faint not 
then, be Strong in the Lord, + „„ of aa 

Uſe 3. No marvel we are to ſell all and buy Chrift, that Pearl of 
great Price, Matth. x3. 45. for none hath ſo near a Relation to God 
2s he; we ſeek great Things, ſeek great Chriſt, — 

Part 6. Luke 8. 25. And they being afraid wondered, ſaying one to another, 
What manner of Man is this? for he commandeth even the Winds and Waters, 
and they obey bim. | 

This is all the Fruit we read this Miracle produced in the Seamen, 
they fall a Wondring, being Aſtoniſhed to ſee a Man command Sea 


and Winds, Ficſt, The Miracles of Chriſt and all the Works of God 


are ſo far inferior to his Word, that they can teach us nothing of the 
Trinity, nor of two Natures in one Perſon and 


Me ſee little of of our Mediator Jeſus Chtiſt. Secondly, O how | 
God in bis Wayi. little of God do we fee, eſpecially being void of his 


own Light? Even Job ſaith, though God be at our 

Elbow, we know not it is he, Chap. 23, Vert. 8. Behold Ig forward 
and be is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive bim. But is th 
becauſe God was. neither behind Job, nor before him? No, God go- 
eth round about us, every Man may, as it were, put forth his Hand, 
and grope the Almighty, Ads 17. 27. therefore Fob addeth, Verſ. 9. 
(be is ) on the Left Hand where he doth work, but I cannot behold him, be 
 bideth bimſelf on the Right Hand that I cannot ſee bim; we cannot trace the 
Footſteps of his Unſearchable Ways, alas we but ſport our ſelves to bes 
hold the Superfice, the Out- ſide, and as it were, the Brim of Divine 
Providence, Men or Angels cannot Dive to the Bottom of the Ways 
of our Lord; Iſai. 55. he faith himſelf, Veiſ. 9, For ar the Heaven: are 


big ber than the Earth, ſe are my Ways bigher than your Ways, and myThoug ht: | 


thas your Tboug bin. Thirdly, We come but that near Chriſt, that we go 
at the furtheſt three or four Steps to him; ſome are convinced and 
wonder, they {ay this muſt be God, as Luke 4.22.when Chriſt preacheth as 


Chriſt, and like himſelf, hey all bear bim Witne(s, and wonder at the gracioui 


Mor da that proceed out of his Mouth, yet they are not a Step nearer to him, 
they deſpiſe him, and ſay, Is not this Joſephs Son? Some know a Prophet 
hath been zmongꝑſt them, Exeł. 3.5. but they are Scorpions and Briars and 
Thorns, and will not hear, Secondly, Some are enlightned and ** 
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for an Hour, Match. 13. 2. a Faith that liveth for an Hour is a Sickly, 
Dying Faith. Thirdly, Some are a Step nearer,. they have Joy in 
d E Chrift,, Matth. 13 20. and the Word of the Prophet is, Exek. 23. 32. to 


them 4s @ very Lovely Seng of one that bath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well 
„ en an Inflrument; the Goſpel is ſweet to many, but they come not nearer, 
, they will not hear, nor obey. Fourthly, Some taſte of the good Word of 

God, and of the Powers, Surduus, the manifold Powers of the Life to come, 
n, ff Heb. 6. 5. yet come never nearer to Chriſt, but fall off, as if they were 
ea fl afraid to be converted, they go not a fifth Step further on to give them- 
od felves up wholly to Jeſus Chriſt. „„ ns 5 
Uſe, 1. It is not the Seamens way only; But 1. Malignant, and 
Prelates and Papiſts ſee God in this Work, they „ 
wonder, and yet they reſiſt, Ja. 26. 11. Lord by God moſt viſible 
is Hand is Exalted, they [ce not, they (hall ſee and be a-" in that be now doth 
ſhamed. for their envy at the People: in this Work in Britian,but Ma- 
that the Lord is working in the thtee Kingdoms, lignants will not. ſee 
there be ſundry Notes of Divinity and Footſteps Lim. „„ 
Jof God, and Malignants do but wonder; as 3 
1. When Prelates and Malignant: were on the Top of their Wheels, 
God, from Deſpiſed and Contemned Beginnings raiſed the Work to 
a great Height; 2. Our Adverſaries were Agents, and would not 
reſt, but did Co-operate to their own Deſttuction: They would 
move the King to Ehange Religion in Scotland againſt all Laws. 2. 
They would: (ticr him up to raiſe Armies by Sea and Land againſt: 
Scotland. 3. They meved the King to break the Articles of Peace, 
and the Word of a Prince to his Subjects, after an Accommodation, 
and ſet him on Bloody Wars again: 4. After his Army was Defeated. 
and aParliament granted in England, they moved him firſt to come and 
yield to all that is juſt and right in a Parliament of Scotland, but a- 
gainſt their Mind, with no purpoſe to keep their Faith, and then to 
raiſe Tragical and Bloody Wars in England, and in all. theſe they 
were Coragents and Workers with a judicial and ſecreet Providence, 
to their own Deſtruction. 3. They have been ſearching to find. out, 


Dominationov er Church and * but to change Monarchy, _ 
: & et 


— 


that our Intentions were not to eſtabliſh Religion in Power and Huri- 
ty, and to be freed of the Bondage of Arbitrary and Tyrannical. 


=” 
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ſet up another Government; this they could never yet find. 4. They 
ſee God againſt them,  Prophanity and Wickedneſs on their fide, and 
with them Papi Idelater:, Iriſh Murderers, the Crueleſt of Men; the 
Scumm and Refuſe of the Churchmen, yet they will not fee God in 
this. 5 They find and ſee their Treachery, Po 


Hand, their Intentions to bring in a Forreign Nation, ere Popery 
and Arbitrary Government be not Eſtabliſbed ; and that all Treaties 
have been iatended, not for a juſt Peace, but for this end, that a 
Peace being once patched and ſowed up, af thinps fiall return to their 
Ancient Channels, as the King ſpeaks in his Inſtructions to his Com- 
miſſioners at Uxbridge, yet they will not ſee God in all theſe paſſages 
of his deep Providence, 11 x IHR, e313 
Uſe. 2. If Natural Men wonder at the Power, and Exceſfency of 

Chriſt, in that he with a Word Commands Sea and 
| The Lord Jeſw Winds, and they Obey him; Should not Chriſt 
4 Wander to wall, be to us a Worlds Wonder > Should he not be to 


the Countersſcale of the Ballance to Chriſt a World of Angels, put in 
yet Millions of Worlds of Angels, add to them a World of Solomons 


with tripled Wiſdom, put in allthe Delights of the Sons of Men, put 
in yet the Flower and Roſe often Thouſand poſſible Worlds Perfecti- 


__ 4 * 


ons, they ſhould be under-weigkt to him, the Ballance ſhould n 
down. Oh! we Glory in good Armies, we Rejoice in ViRories ind 
Succeſs, in a good Parliament, in Godly Commandets, in a good Re- 
formation, all is Excellent to us, that hath any Luſtre or Glimpſe of 


created Goodneſs, but why do we not rather Wonder, Admire 


and Extol Excellent Jeſus Chriſt > who ſetteth him on high above 
the Skies? Who lifts up his Throne and his Glory > Conſider but 


what is ſaid of him, Col. 1. 15. Mbo 3s the Image of the inviſible God;the || 


firſt Born of every Creature. Ver, 16. For by bim were ll things Created; 


Oi.” 17+ And he is before all things, and in him all things conſiſt. 18, And: | 
be is4he Head of the Body the Church, who 1s the beginning, the firſt- born 
from the Dead, that in all things he migh: have the prebeminence ; fee what 


wonders are there in Chriſt, as ficlt; he is God equal, every way as 
high as God, being the ſubſtantial Image of God, begotten ofthe Fa- 
5 ; | —_ ther, 


4 pery, Tyranny- dif: 
covered by many Plots come to Light, by Letters under the Kings 


us altogether Lovely? Were it poſſible to lay in 
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ther, and without all Beginning. Secondly, as Man the B14" 
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the Creation of God, and as GOD the Creator of the new Wo ld, 
Thirdly, no leſs the Creator of all than the Father; We hove a Head 


5 


who can make and unmake all the Glorious Angels in Heaven, the 


Royaleſt of the Houſe of Heaven, theſe Principalities and Powers, 
theſelittle Gods, the Eldeſt and Supream 1 nt the, higher 
Houſe of the Peers of Heaven, are but pieces of dependent ſhadows 

that fell from the fingers of.our higheſt King, when he framed this 
oreat all, and the Rich Palace-royal of this greateſt body of Heaven 
and Earth, and all the Furniture within the Bofom of the great 
World. Fourthly, the Lord Jeſus hath all the Created World fo in 
the hollow of his Hand, as a Man that holdeth a Bowl of Glaſs in his 
Hand in the Air, ſhould he take his Arm from under it, it ſhould fall 
tothe Earth and break in a hundred pieces, and do no more good, 
if CHRIST in whom allchings conſiſt ( ſome ſay ) as the Notes of an 
Excellent Muſick in a Song, draw in his Arms of conſerving Provi- 
dence, the World ſhould go all out of Tune and the Globe of Chry- 
ſtal Glaſs ſhould fall to a Thouſand meer Nothings; and as a Man 
between his Fingers may cruſh.an Egg, ſo hath Chriſt the huge Crea- 
ted Lump of the whole Creation in his Hand, if he but chruit his two 
Fingers together with a little Cruth, allthe World is diffolved like a 
broken Egg. Fifthly, he is the Head ofthe Church, and ſuch a Head 
as is Deaths eldeſt Son and Heir, he lay in Deaths Womb, as the 
doubly Bleſſed firſt-born, had the Nev of Death with him in the in» 
ner · ſice, and opened the Womb and took away the Ports and Gates 
of Death on his Back, that now all the younger Brethren might come 
out at the ſame Paſſage alſo : Yea he came a Bridegroomfrom Heaven 
to ſuit in Marriage a Bride his Church, was ſick, and died of Love 
for a princes Daughter, his lovely Church, and roſe the third Day 


| from the Death, and Married her, 61y, he hath ſo the abſolute pre- 


heminence in all things, that theHigheſt of the Angels are hut his vaſſals 
and ſervants, and is now in ſuch incomparable Eminency of Glory, a- 
bove all Creatures, that when the Beloved Diſciple Joby who came that 
near to him in the-days of his Fleſh, that he leaned on bis Boſom, ſaw 
him in his Glory, ne fell down at bis Feet Dead, Rev. 1. 17. yea there 
was no more of Heaven 5 _—_ then his Eyes of Fleſh could behold; 
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